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EDITORIAL 

IT IS PRESIDENT OBAMA 
Election of Barack Obama ushers in the “New Dawn of American 
Leadership” in the world. “To all those who have wondered if America’s 
beacon still burns as bright: tonight we proved once more that the true 
strength of our nation comes not from the might of our arms or the scale of 
our wealth, but from the enduring power of our ideals — democracy, 
liberty, opportunity and unyielding hope.” There is no modern example of 
people power where three million Americans contributed small sums of 
money to compete with the establishment and millions more “who 
volunteered and organized and proved that more than two centuries later a 
government of the people, by the people and for the people has not 
perished from the Earth.” We have matured. We have come of age. This 
is our victory. 


United States of America once again becomes the shining city on the hill, a 
beacon of hope. At home it proves that one does not have to take the low 
road to win the highest office in this country, where ‘country first’ merely 
becomes just an empty slogan to mask the policy of any thing goes in order 
to win the election. Days of Karl Rogue’s strategy of fear, divisiveness, 
slash and burn in politics are going the way of Bush Presidency. Rush 
Limbaugh, Michael Savage and their ilk have been given fresh opportunity 
to cook themselves in their own stew of hate speak. And, hopefully, Sarah 
from Alaska, who has blissfully been danquailized, now understands what 
a community organizer does. He organizes those people in the strata of the 
society who were always below the radar of John McCain. 


John McCain's selection of Sarah Palin as his V. P. was an insult to 
the intelligence of the American people. He compounded that by 
taking the low road and approaching election in the same casual way 
he took to his aviation career, recklessly. 


Eight years ago we reached a fork in the road to the 21st century and chose 


This issue of the Sikh Bulletin is only in electronic format | g leader who preached against building democracies abroad and for 


GOINE sent tosthiciee whose citiat aHitmescs We Have. It you practicing compassionate conservatism at home. He practiced neither. 
or someone you know would like to receive it please 


provide the email address. You may also pass it along to 
those on your email list. Congratulations, my countrymen, we have made history by turning a 
dream into reality in the lifetime of so many people and made not only the 
United States of America proud but also the world. Our nation is finally on 
the high road to the 21st century and nothing is going to be same any more. 
“It’s been a long time coming, but tonight, because of what we did on this 
date in this election at this defining moment, change has come to 


America.” Yes we did it. Hardev Singh Shergill, November 04, 2008 


The views expressed by the authors are their 
Own. Please send the feedback and inputs to: 
editor @sikhbulletin.com 


Our Website: www.sikhbulletin.com 
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UNDERSTANDING JAPJI - 4: 


THE CORE CONCEPTS. 
By Karminder Singh Dhillon PhD (Boston). 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 
[Part 1 appeared in Nov.-Dec. 2007; Part 2 in March-April 2008; and Part 3 
in May-June 2008 issues of The Sikh Bulletin. Readers may access them at 
www.sikhbulletin.com ED.] 





Having looked at Japji’s macro picture in terms of the 
banee’s “what” and “why” questions, it now remains to 
systematically explore, in some measure of detail, the main 
concepts of this banee. It may be worth reminding ourselves 
at the outset, that by virtue of being a title and summary 
banee, the core concepts of Japji are also the fundamental 
issues of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji (SGGS) and of the Sikh 
faith. 


As argued in the previous articles, the first pauree of Japji 
deals with the banee’s problem statement. This pauree 
provides, in summary form, the philosophical and conceptual 
answers to the questions “Why did Guru Nanak and his Japji 
need to come into being? Given the nature of Japji as title 
and summary banee, this pauree, by extension also answers 
the questions “Why did the 1430 page monumental SGGS 
exist? Why did Sikhi come into presence? 


Similarly, it has been argued that the first pauree of Japji 
also deals with Japji’s basic question or the “what” question. 
“What is Japji about?” “What is the SGGS concerning?” and 
“What is Sikhi regarding?” The basic question is worded 
succinctly in the first pauree of Japji as “Kiv Sacheara 
Hoeay, Kiv Koorey Tutey Paal.” This question is considered 
basic because it is central to Japji, SGGS and Sikhi. 


This article and those that follow will attempt to deal with the 
core concepts in the order that that they appear in Japji. 
Pauree two introduces what may be considered to be the 
most crucial, central, and pivotal concept of Sikhi, namely 
Hukam. This concept is the foundation on which the structure 
of Sikhi stands. It is the underpinning of the entire philosophy 
o f Sikhi. Guru Nanak’s spiritual genius, devotional brilliance 
and spiritually intimate relationship with God allowed him to 
state the be all and end all nature of God’s Will in an 
infinitely settling way. In Guru Nanak’s terms, everything is 
within the Hukam and nothing without it. It follows therefore 
that Sikhi is Hukam, and Hukam is Sikhi. Guru Nanak 
authoritatively and commandingly declares about Hukam: 


Hukmi Hovan Akaar, Hukam Na Kaheya Jayee. 
Hukmi Hovan Jee, Hukam Mileay Vadeayee. 

Hukmi Utam Neech, Hukam Likh Dukh Sukh Payeah. 
Ekhna Hukmee Baksish, Ek Hukami Sadaa Bhavaey. 
Hukmai Andar Sabh Ko, Bahar Hukam Na Koe. 
Nanak Hukmai Jey Bujhe Tan Haumai Kahe Na Koe. 
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Creation (Akaar) is within Hukam. It follows therefore that 
Hukam is beyond the encapsulation of His creation (Na 
Kaheya Jayee). When something is within, it cannot 
therefore be without. Creation will hence be able to fathom 
Hukam as much as a grain of sand on the beach will be able 
to comprehend the ocean that created it or even the 
enormous beach that sustains it. Creation will be able to 
know Hukam as much as a molecule of water knows about 
the molecular, chemical and physical processes that created 
enough molecules to fill the oceans, the air and countless 
organisms with water. This is because the grain of sand and 
the molecule of water are both within the processes that 
created them. Life (Jee) is also within Hukam, so are its 
honors (Vadiayee), high or otherwise (Utam, Neech), pre- 
ordained pains and joys (likh, dukh, sukh), blessings or 
otherwise (bakhsish, bhavaiyeh). From Guru Nanak’s point 
of view, the highest Vadiyaee is to be a spiritual, the highest 
position in life (Utam) is to be Godly, the highest joy (Sukh) 
is of spiritual union and the most valuable of all blessings 
(bakhsish) is that of the God and the Guru. And all of these 
are the ultimate goals of Sikhi and all of these are decided 
by Hukam. It follows therefore that Sikhi is Hukam, because 
its goals are constructed upon the pillars of Hukam. 
Everyone (Sabh ko) is within the Hukam, no one outside of 
it (bahar, na koey). 


The concluding verse of this Pauree brilliantly introduces 
another foundational concept that a Sikh must understand, 
know and deal with in order to walk the path of spirituality. 
It is the antonym of Hukam, namely Haumai, Ahangkar, or 
Abhiman. Just like a complete understanding of Sach (truth, 
reality) comes from appreciating the concept itself as well as 
its opposite, Koor (falsity), the same goes for Hukam. So 
Guru Nanak reveals in the last couplet of this Pauree: if one 
realizes (bujhey) Hukam, then “I, am” (Haon, Mein), which 
is the antonym of Hukam will cease. In Assa di Vaar, while 
enunciating the concept of Haumai in detail, Guru Nanak 
uses similar language to instill in his Sikh the need to have 
an adequate understanding of both sides of the 
Hukam/Haumai coin. Hence, while the Japji verse Nanak 
Hukmai Jey Bujhe Tan Haumai Kahe Na Koe stresses the 
need for realization of Hukam, the verse in Assa di Vaar 
“Haumai Bujey Tan Dar Sujhey, Gyan Vehuna Kath Kath 
Lujhe” stresses realization of Haumai (as pre-requisite for 
knowing the door (dar) of divine-ness). 


Guru Nanak’s Sikhi is the antonym of anything and 
everything that is I-centered and Me-oriented. Sikhi is 
therefore You-oriented, (Tu, Tuhi), Him-centered, and His- 
Hukam based. So complete is the connection between Sikhi 
and Hukam, that Guru Nanak defines a Sikh as Hukum 
Rajayee Chalna. Since the word Rajayee (synonym of 
Hukam) is rooted from the word Raja (King), which is itself 
rooted from Rajj (satiated), Guru Nanak’s choice of words 
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suggests the depth of the Sikhi-Hukam connection. A Sikh is 
so Hukam-satiated, Hukam filled and Hukam imbibed that the 
Kingdom (raaj) of Sikhi is one that is settled absolutely by 
Hukam. And the spiritual throne on which a Sikh aspires to 
ascend is the Throne of Hukam. This is the finality with 
which Hukam encapsulates Sikhi and the wholesomeness in 
which Sikh philosophy embraces Hukam. So _ all 
encompassing is the connection that Guru Nanak chose to 
begin his spiritual discourse with Hukam. So complete is 
Guru Nanak’s faith in Hukam that his summary/title answer 
to his summary/title question “Kiv Sacheara Hoeay, Kiv 
Kurey Tutey Paal” is answered in terms of Hukam: “Hukam 
Rajayee Chalna, Nanak Likhia Naal.” The words “likhiya 
naal” reflects the clarity, the urgency, the precision and the 
certainty that was with Guru Nanak with regard to Hukam. 
Guru Nanak is suggesting that there can be no other way, that 
it is so obvious that “I am writing (the answer) within the 
question,” (Likhiya Naal) because the Hukam itself is 
“written within every molecule of creation” (Likhiya Naal). 
The Hukam is therefore to be found within, not without. Sikhi 
is therefore the journey to this within, because that is where 
the Hukam is. Searching for this Hukam is the journey of 
Sikh spirituality, divinity and knowledge. 


Put in other words, the discovery of Hukam is the discovery 
of the self, of self realization, and of inner contemplation. 
Sikh spirituality and Sikh philosophy is defined as an inner 
discovery and a journey within in the GGS. Guru Teg 
Bahadur for instance writes: 


Kahe Re Bunn Khojan Jayee. Sarab Niwasi Sada Alepa, 
Tohee Sang Samayee. Pohap Madh Jion Baas Basat Hai, 
Mukar Mahe Jaisay Chayee. 


Why research with-out in the wilderness (bunn) that is 
outside the realm of the self. He is omnipresent: with you 
(sang) and within you (samayee). Just like the fragrance of a 
flower (pohap) resides within the flower and just like the 
image (chayee) of a mirror exists within the mirror(mukar). 


Or as Guru Arjun contemplates on the all pervading 
questions of life: Eho Tera Ausar, Eho Teri Baar. Ghat 
Bheetar Tun Dekh Vichar. 


This is your opportunity, my soul; this is your only chance. 
You will realize such if you contemplated (vichaar) and 
looked inside (bheetar) within the depths of your self (ghat). 


No where in the GGS would one find advice on any external 
search, peripheral discovery or outside contemplation. 
Whatever is external and outside of the journey of inner 
spirituality is categorized as ritual which is admonished. At 
the very most, the external ritual is to be of no more 
significance than providing a constant reminder that the real 
journey is within and inside. Hence the admonition of ritual 
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is not done in a vacuum. Every criticism of a ritual (be it a 
pilgrimage, penance etc is always accorded its real meaning 
which is defined in inner terms. For instance Guru Nanak 
(in Japji) says: 


Teerath Tapp Dya Dat Daan, Jey Ko Pavey Til Ka Maan. 
Sunea Maniya Maan Keeta Bhao. Antargat Teerath Mal 
Naho. Going on a pilgrimage to dip in the holy waters there 
(teerath), performing a penance (fapp), giving donations 
(daan) [all external deeds] earns one a miniscule (til ka) 
pride (maan). Presumably this miniscule pride lies in others 
knowing that the individual has performed this deed. 
Nothing more, really. But Guru Nanak moves on in the 
next couplet to define these same deeds internally. Why not 
cleanse the soul by dipping (naho) in the teerath that lies 
within (antargat)? How is that to be done — by listening 
(sunea), by believing (manea) and loving (keeta bhao) the 
word of the Guru. In the first 200 pages of the GGS, one 
would find the word Teerath some 23 times. Each one has a 
new and novel interpretation, but the foundation of it all is 
the same — pay attention to the inner teerath. The external 
one is a waste of time given the investment of resources 
(time, effort) required to perform it. 


Back to the issue of Hukam. In the GGS, the concept 
Hukam appears roughly twice on each page. Which means it 
is directly referred to about 3,000 times in the entire Granth. 
The number of references increases if the other synonyms of 
Hukam (rajayee, bhana, agiya, etc) are taken into 
consideration. There are also plenty of indirect references to 
Hukum such as keeta (His doing), Karna (His making), 
Chahat (His desire) etc. Then there are references of the 
consequences of coming within the Hukam such as Sehej 
(literally without self effort, or letting things happen 
according to their pre-ordained Hukam). The amount of 
detailed, varied, meticulous and exhaustive coverage given 
by the entire GGS to Hukam should give the Sikh an 
indication of the centrality and foundational nature of the 
concept. The Hukam is the nucleus of the cell of Sikh 
philosophy. It is the heart of the Sikh body of spirituality. 
And it is the hub of the Sikh world of Godliness. This is 
why Guru Nanak’s Japji begins with this concept. 


So integral is this concept, that I have come across many a 
gurbanee knowing Sikh explain his entire existence, 
appearance and daily rehat on the basis of Hukum. 
Knowledgeable parcharaks never fail to educate the sangat 
on innovative and novel gurbanee illustrations on Hukum. 
As stated above, Assa Di Vaar (for instance) has revealing 
verses on the antonym of Hukam such as Haumai Deeragh 
Rog Hai, Daru Bhee Es Mahe. Just like Hukam is to be 
found within, so is Haumai (ego). Even the remedy (daru) 
for Haumai is to be found within the inner self (the word Es 
means inner recesses of the mind). So intriguing is this line 
of philosophical thought that it sets the human mind on a 
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powerful journey of discovery within gurbanee. An equally 
intriguing line of thought is found in Guru Arjun’s Sukhmani 
about internalizing Hukam. Given that Hukam (just like any 
man made command, rule, order etc) can be followed in fear, 
in need, or out of personal or collective benefit, the fifth 
Nanak introduces the spiritually exalted and acceptable way 
of following the Hukam thus: Prabh kee Agiya Aatam 
Hetavey, Jeevan Mukat Sou Kahavei. Jeevan Mukat literally 
translates into salvation while living (as opposed to salvation 
that comes after death, which incidentally has virtually little 
place in gurbanee). This concept alone is fascinating, and 
Guru Arjun says Jeevan Mukat is accorded to one who 
internalizes Hukum which is defined as Aatam Het-avey: 
literally loves (hef) with ones heart (the second meaning of 
het) and soul (atam). How this internalization operates in real 
life and how Jeevan Mukat gives meaning to everyday 
spiritual life is the subject of the rest of this 8'" Astpadee of 
Sukhmani. Similarly intriguing is the concept of Sehej — 
allowing Hukum to take its course within the human life with 
little or no interference. 


But being a foundational and integral concept, Hukam is also 
one which creates the most basic and primary confusion 
amongst Sikhs attempting to understand it. The most basic 
difficulty arises from the apparent contradiction between 
Hukum and choice, between God’s Will and human intellect, 
between what happens to us (ordained) and what we can do 
(human options) and between active doing (udam) and letting 
things happen (sehej). The often heard layman’s argument 
goes something like this: if everything is Hukum, then what 
role does my intellect, choice and free will have in my 
spiritual journey? Bring the argument down a couple of 
notches on the scales of sophistication, and the question 
becomes: Since everything is Hukum, then I will walk the 
path only when the Hukam comes to include me. Bring it 
down even lower: I am a thief (or anything else that is 
negative) because that is the Hukum for me. Since I am a 
Hukmi thief, you can’t take issue with that. Give the question 
philosophical language and it becomes: Where does one 
place the human choice within the parameters of Hukum. 
Give it question a practical twist and it becomes: What is 
the need for spirituality, of religion and everything connected 
to it, if everything is Hukam. 


Gurbanee provides answers which not only point to the 
relevance of both the human intellect (choice, free will and 
mind) and Hukam; but tells us that they are not inherently 
contradictory (even though many a dictionary would put 
them as antonyms). On page 1425 Guru Nanak writes: Aklee 
Sahib Seveay, Aklee Payeah Maan. Venerable service is 
service done with (the use of) one’s intellect (akal). Aklee 
Parh Ke Bujhyea, Aklee Kechay Daan. It is through the use 
of intellect that one gathers knowledge (Parh), knows 
(bujyeha) and distributes this knowledge. Nanak Akhey Raho 
Eh, Hor Galan Shaitan. Says Nanak, this is the way (through 
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intellect), to say otherwise would be a lie. On page 789 
Guru Nanak says: Andhey Aklee Baharey, Moorakh Andh 
Gyan. Nanak Nadree Baharey Kadey Na Pavey Maan. 
Those who are devoid (baharey) of intellect (akal) are blind 
and foolish when it comes to divine knowledge (gyan). 
Non-venerable (na pavey maan) are those who are devoid of 
His blessing (nadar). This sampling of gurbanee verses 
should help establish not only that intellect has place in 
spirituality, but that it has an important and critical place. 
And that it is placed on par with things normally considered 
beyond the intellect such as blessing (nadar) in this case. 


That the human mind is endowed with intellect and choice 
is without doubt a parcel of Gurbanee’s messages. The 
beginning point of discussion while trying to make sense of 
the apparent contradictions between choice (human 
intellect) and Hukam is the contention that if the former had 
no relevance, then there would be no need for religion, 
prophets, spirituality, and the entire gamut of things 
connected. If human intellect and choice were of no 
consequence, then gurbanee and sikhi would be of no 
consequence. The reality is stark: every single human being 
has a clearly inherent choice between wanting to be spiritual 
or otherwise. One does not have to earn this choice, it is 
intrinsic. Similarly, for every Sikh there is a choice of 
wanting to connect to gurbanee or otherwise. And for every 
connected / disconnected Sikh there is further a choice with 
regards to degree — how deeply or how superficially to 
connect. Taken to its logical conclusion, the human intellect 
has a choice at every single step all the way. Human beings 
are not human without intellect and choice. Taken in 
totality, the presence of intellect and choice is the inherent 
Hukam of being human (likhiya naal). 


It is also the gurbanee view that Hukam is inherent in every 
single choice that the human intellect makes. A narrative 
might help illustrate the raw basics of the point. An 
individual is requested to lift a leg. He lifts his left leg. Now 
he is asked to lift his other leg. He cannot — unless, of 
course, he puts his lifted leg down first. The raw basics are 
that this individual was asked to lift a leg. The choice of left 
or right was his to make. He used his intellect to calculate 
(one assumes based on prior experience, ability to balance 
his body on one leg etc) that it would do best to lift his left 
leg. But once he lifted his left leg, he could not 
simultaneously lift his right. In raw terms, this is the 
inherent Hukam of the choice he made. He also could not 
lift his right leg, unless he put down his left one. In raw 
terms again, this the consequence of his first choice. In the 
simplest of explanations, the individual had the choice of 
which leg, but he had no control of the consequences. The 
consequences were written “within his choice” (Nanak 
Likhiya Naal) and he had no way of going around the 
consequences. There are real limitations of the human 
intellect and choice. He has no control over the “law” that 
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he could not lift his right leg unless he put the left one down 
first. The consequences followed his choice. While the 
choice of which leg was entirely his own, the consequences 
were totally beyond him. 

Modifying this simple narrative involving a physical act 
(lifting a leg) into a religious matter would turn out as 
follows: An individual has the choice of joining the sangat 
in worship or join his buddies in his regular hangout. Another 
has the choice of spending time indulging in a novel or 
contemplating on gurbanee. And so on. But if one decided to 
write out the statements of consequences/rewards/detriments 
of the choices, one would have to use words such as “unless,” 
“if and only if,’ cannot happen simultaneously etc — 
suggesting that these were subject to some laws and beyond 
choice. 


In Japji, Guru Nanak says Aapey Beej Aapey Hee Kahao, 
Nanak Hukmee Avo Jaho. Translation: One reaps as one 
sows, says Nanak, it is in (such) Hukam that the coming and 
going happens. In Sri Rag, the Guru says Jeha Bijey So Lune, 
Karma Sandra Khayt. Translation: One reaps as one sows, in 
this life- field (Khayt) of Cosmic Law (Karma/ Hukam). In 
Assa di Vaar the Guru says Bijey Bhikh Mangey Amrit, 
Vekho Eh Nioa. He sows poison and expects nectar; this is 
the nature of (human) justice. 


Taking the sampling of verses in the preceding paragraph as 
beads of a single rosary of thought, we can draw the 
following conclusions regarding choice and Hukam. First, 
choice (and intellect) is ordained upon the human mind by 
the Creator by His Hukam and this defines the human being 
and distinguishes the human mind from the non human living 
beings. The use of the words Apey Beej and Jeha Beejay 
clearly implies actions (sowing) that are completely within 
the realms of free will and choice of every individual. 
Second, once choice/intellect is ordained, its use is exactly 
that — free choice. Choice, if not free, is of not choice. Again 
the words Apey and Jeha point to choice that is one hundred 
percent within the control of the individual self. Third, every 
choice brings about certain consequences. These 
consequences are “written within the choices that we make,” 
and thus the subject matter of Hukam. The words so lune 
indicate that consequences are set according to our chosen 
actions. One cannot make a choice and then say “I don’t want 
to receive the consequences.” The use of the words Apey 
Khao immediately after Apey Beej are clear indication that 
the consequence is by law to the one who sowed. Fourth, 
consequences are no longer subject to our choosing. One 
cannot also say that I will make choice A, but want the 
consequence of B, C or D. The use of the words vekho eh 
niao makes clear reference to such a consequence. 


One is now able to provide basic answers to the questions 
raised above. Question: If everything is Hukam, then what 
role do J have in my spiritual journey? Answer: the 
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individual’s role is to exercise one’s choice and intellect as 
ordained in Hukam by the Creator and received in Hukam 
by every individual. The individual’s role is to learn, 
understand and know the consequences of his choices and 
accept them willingly. Question: Since everything is 
Hukum, then I will walk the path only when the Hukam 
comes to include me. Elaboration: While such a stance has 
the appearance of being overly steeped in Hukam, at the 
very core it indicates a choice, namely one of rejecting the 
path. It further indicates the use of intellect (even if in a 
disingenuous manner) of putting the responsibility of one’s 
choice (even if deceptively) on Hukam. It also indicates the 
choice to deceptively postpone walking the path (while 
waiting for the Hukam to include me). Answer: One would 
have to make a free and conscious choice of wanting to 
walk the path as the starting point. Question: Since I am a 
Hukmi thief, you can’t take issue with that. Answer: So 
long as every thief has the choice of remaining one, giving it 
up or taking it to the next level (such as_ cloaking the act 
within spiritual language) —- the business of thievery 
remains a choice. What are not within the parameters of 
choice are the consequences. Question: What is the need for 
spirituality, of religion and everything connected to it, if 
everything is Hukam. Answer: There would indeed be no 
need for spirituality and religion if human beings had no 
free choice and no intellect. But because the Hukam for 
human beings is to have an intellect that embodies free 
choice, spirituality and its rejection (even condemnation) 
will always remain a choice. The need for spirituality arises 
when the individual seeks to reap certain outcomes for the 
benefit of his mind, body and soul. Because reaping in life 
is connected to sowing, spirituality provides the equation to 
achieve this. In other words, spirituality endows the 
individual with the knowledge, motivation and inspiration to 
make the appropriate choices with regard to sowing. As 
Guru Nanak says: Jeha Bijey So Lune, Karma Sandra 
Khayt. 


Note: Comments and questions may be directed to the 
writer at dhillon99 @ gmail.com - Editor 





ok KK 


DIVALI AND SIKHI 
By Karminder Singh Dhillon Ph.D (Boston) 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 


This article is inspired by the actions of some parbhandaks 
and sangats to celebrate Divali within the precincts of the 
local Gurdwara. Such celebrations range from encouraging 
Sikhs to bring sweets and delicacies to the Gurdwara, 
lighting the Gurdwara premises with oil lamps, to actually 
conducting full scale kirten, katha and ardas diwans in 
relation and in conjunction with Divali. 


Some parbhandakis, parcharaks and ragees have justified 
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such practices by quoting / singing Gurbanee, citing 
historical incidents that connect Divali to our Gurus, and by 
pointing to the prevailing practices relating to Divali of the 
Harmandar Sahib and other Takhts. 


This article thus aims to (1) examine the Gurbanee quotes 
that are said to give the spiritual nod for Divali to be 
celebrated as a Sikh festival, (ii) examine the Divali-related 
Sikh historical incidents cited, and (iii) encourage evaluation 
of prevailing practices (pertaining to Divali) in the Golden 
Temple etc. The final part of the article will attempt to put 
Divali into its original and proper perspective by tracing the 
origins, purpose and philosophy of the festival. 


DIVALI AND GURBANI. 

The most commonly sung and quoted Gurbani verses 
relating to Divali are derived from Bhai Gurdas’s’ Var 19 
Pauree 6. Sikh ragees sing this pauree and explain it as 
evidence that Divali and the lighting of lamps is to be 
celebrated as an authentic Sikh practice. For a full 
understanding, the entire pauree is quoted below. An 
explanation of the pauree follows. 


Divali Dee Rat Deevay Baleean. 
Tarey Jaat Snaat Ambar Bhaleean. 
Fullan Dee Bagaat, Chun Chun Chaleean. 
Teerath Jatee Jaat Nain Nihalean 
Har Chandauree Jhaat Vasae Uchaleean 
Gurmukh Sukh Fal Dat Shabad Smaleean. 


Keen readers of Gurbanee know that the main message of a 
shabad is encapsulated in the Rahao line. This is the generic 
rule of the five thousand plus shabads that are written by the 
Gurus and Bhagats in the Guru Granth Sahib (GGS). The 
writings of Bhai Gurdas do not follow such a practice. Bhai ji 
does not use Rahao in any of his 912 paurees (in 40 vaars), 
672 Kabits and 3 swayeas. In all his writings, his main 
message is always contained in the final verse of the pauree, 
kabit or swayea. The first five lines of every pauree are 
illustrations / explanations for the real message which is 
provided in the final / concluding line. 


A translation of the above pauree is as follows: 


The lamps of the night of Divali eventually burn out. 
The stars of the night sky stop sparkling when dawn comes. 
The beauty of the orchard disappears as the flowers are picked. 
The gaiety of the place of pilgrimage dies when the crowds leave. 
Life- even as bestowed by God- is temporary; settled and then 
destructed. 
Yet, the Gurmukh is blessed with the fruit of permanent joy through 
his Immersion in the Shabad. 


The meaning of this pauree is therefore as follows: A 
Gurmukh seeks bliss from the Shabad. The joy that comes 
from the Shabad is not as temporary as the lamps that burn 
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on Divali night, the star-lit night skies, and the beautiful 
sights of the blooming orchard, the joyous atmosphere of 
the places of pilgrimages or of human life itself. 


As stated above, Guru Arjun Dev ji bestowed the title of 
Gurbanee dee Kunjee (the key to understanding Gurbanee) 
to Bhai Ji’s writings. In other words, understanding Bhai 
Gurdas provides one the key to unlock the treasures of the 
GGS. Guru Arjun recognized him as an interpreter par 
excellence of Gurbanee. As is the case with all of Bhai Ji’s 
writings, he is extolling the Sikh to link spiritually with the 
Shabad — by which he means the GGS and all the messages 
that are contained therein. This pauree is written to give 
inspiration to the Sikh to connect with the Shabad by virtue 
of the permanence of the joy that comes as a result. 


Now, to use the first line of this pauree — Divalee Dee Raat 
Divey Baleean — as Gurbanee justification for Sikhs to light 
lamps (or otherwise celebrate) the Divali night is ignorance 
— feigned or genuine. If that is the case then gazing the stars 
(the second illustration of temporariness in line two) can 
also be argued to be a call by Bhai Gurdas for Sikhs to 
worship the planets. On the same account, then planting 
orchards and going for teerath yatra or pilgrimages (as 
mentioned in lines 3 and 4) is also recommended Sikh 
spiritual practice. Each of the four events in each of the four 
lines are examples / illustrations used by Bhai Ji to make a 
concluding point regarding a particular characteristic 
(permanence of the joy) of the Shabad. This characteristic of 
the Shabad is contrasted with characteristics of the four 
events. Surely then, it would be highly disingenuous to 
suggest that the events being contrasted are acceptable as 
Sikh practice. 


A cursory examination of the language used by Bhai Ji in 
the pauree gives indication of his emotions. Lamps are 
lighted. The word for lighted is Jagaeeyan. However, Bhai 
Ji uses the word Baleean — meaning burned. He is saying 
“lamps burn away.” His emotive context is easily discerned 
from here. The emotion behind “lighting” a lamp is 
generally positive. Lighting lamps gives one a sense of 
creating light and brightness. But Bhai Ji’s emotions are 
concerned with the temporariness of the act — that the lamps 
(no matter how many positive feelings they create) 
eventually burn out, or burn to cinder, burn to darkness. 
Bhai Ji’s message is concerned with the final outcome — that 
lamps burn out. His concern with the initial act (the lighting 
/ Jagayean) is no more than to indicate its temporariness. He 
is using this act (and others) to explain the concept of 
temporariness as opposed to permanence (of the joy of the 
Shabad) — which is his main concern. Hence to interpret 
this line as a call by Bhai Ji to Sikhs to “burn” lamps on 
Divali night is to miss the point all together. 


It must also be pointed out that apart from singing the above 
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pauree and interpreting it (albeit wrongly), no ragee or 
parcharak has been able to find a single shabad from the 
5,867 that make up the GGS that discusses Divali. In fact the 
word Divali or any of its equivalents does not appear in the 
GGS even once. This alone should make any Sikh wonder. 
Why would a Sikh related festival (if indeed Divali was such) 
not be mentioned even once in the GGS? Even in this pauree 
of Bhai Gurdas Ji, the issue is the burning away of lamps 
during the Divali night — not the celebration of Divali per se. 
It therefore goes without saying that attempts by some of our 
ragees and parcharaks to stretch to breaking point the 
meaning of this line requires nothing less than distortion. 


DIVALI AND SIKH HISTORICAL INCIDENTS. 

Two significant historical incidents are cited by those who 
attempt to link Divali to Sikh history and spirituality. The 
first relates to what is termed Bandee Chor Divas, (literally: 
prisoners release day) and is related to Guru Hargobind 
Sahib, our sixth Guru. And the second is Bhai Mani Singh 
Ji’s martyrdom. Both need examination to separate fact from 
apologetic thinking. 


(i) Bandee Chor Divas. Sikhs have been told that Guru 
Hargobind Singh Ji was ordered released from the Gwalior 
prison by Emperor Jahangir. Guru ji accepted the release on 
condition that 52 other Hindu kings / princes imprisoned in 
the same jail be released together with him. The Guru, upon 
securing the release of the kings, himself arrived at Amritsar, 
and the Sikhs celebrated by doing a deep-maala (literally: 
rosary of lighted lamps) display at Harmandar Sahib. This 
release happened on Diwali day. So on Diwali day, Sikhs 
actually celebrate the release from prison of Guru Hargobind 
ji — by lighting lamps. 


Is this an accurate depiction of Sikh history and an accurate 
interpretation of Sikh sentiment? Or are some Sikhs so eager 
to celebrate Divali, and so fervent to want to link Divali to 
Sikh practice and tradition that they simply had to find or 
create an incident that is suggested to have happened on or 
close to Diwali day, and use that as a pretext to celebrate? 
The following arguments will help answer this question. 


First, the euphoria of Bandee Chor — a Guru being released 
from prison — needs to be looked at within the context of 
Sikh history. In 1521 Babur attacked Saidpur at Ahmenabad 
and reduced the city to rubble. Guru Nanak, witnessing the 
episode of destruction went up to Babur and critiqued him in 
spiritual yet stinging terms, as recorded in his Tilang Raag 
Shabad on page 722 


Paap Kee Janj Ley Kablon Dhaeya, Joree Mangey Daan Ve Lalo 
Saram Dharam Doe Chap Khaloe, Koor Firey Pardhan Vey Lalo. 


Translation: Bringing the marriage party of sin, Babar has 
invaded from Kabul, demanding our land as his wedding gift, 
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O Lalo. Modesty and righteousness both have vanished, and 
falsehood struts around like a leader, O Lalo. 


The result of the critique was a harsh jail sentence for Guru 
Nanak and Mardana who were thrown into prison with 
thousands of others — mostly women and children meant to 
be sold as slaves in Kabul. Guru Nanak gave solace to the 
prisoners, consoled them, and stood up to Babur as their 
representative. After a discourse with Guru Nanak, and 
having made to realize his folly, Babur ordered Guru Nanak 
released. The Guru’s condition was that he would only 
accept release if each and every prisoner was released. Now 
the question: Why aren’t Sikhs extolled to celebrate Guru 
Nanak’s Bandee Chor Divas? Why is there no Deep Maala 
to commemorate this day? Because it does not coincide 
with Divali? Or it did not happen close enough to Divali 
day? Or there was no Harmandar Sahib to be lit up with 
lamps then? Or simply because this Bandee Chor provides 
no pretext for celebrating Divali? 


The story of Guru Hargobind’s release on Diwali day 
deserves further examination. Given that the 52 Kings were 
Hindu, their release on Diwali day is of significance to them 
and their subjects. It is thus entirely possible that Jahangir — 
upon the persuasion of his Hindu wife - decided to release 
them on a day that was auspicious to the Hindu Kings. Sikhs 
are told that the deep mala was done at Harmandar Sahib 
upon the Guru’s arrival at Amritsar. Gwalior is in Agra — 
120 miles out of Delhi. An express train journey from Delhi 
to Amritsar these days takes eight hours. The mode of travel 
by Guru Hargobind would have been horse back, or a horse 
carriage. Even if the Guru had rushed back to Amristar — 
without stopping to meet with any of the sangats that 
would have gathered to greet him at the many villages and 
districts between Agra, Delhi and Amritsar — he would have 
arrived four or five days if not weeks after Divali. Not 
meeting with the multiple sangats en-route and rushing back 
to Amritsar is highly uncharacteristic of any Guru. No Guru 
would leave behind sangats to rush off to Amritsar or 
anywhere else. What was he rushing there for? To sit on a 
throne as the 53 Hindu King? In any case, even if he did 
rush, Guru Hargobind’s arrival would not have coincided 
with Divali — it would have been off by four or five days at 
least. 


The performing of a Deep Maala itself needs examination 
from a Gurmat point of view. There is no Sikh spiritual 
activity that resolves around the Diva (lamp). Beyond an 
article of practical use (providing light), Gurbanee discounts 
any and all Diva related rituals. In fact Gurbanee discards 
physical diva-related ritual and instead gives inner spiritual 
context to the lamp. On page 878 of GGS, in Ramkali Raag 
for instance we have an entire shabad devoted to the Diva 
by Guru Nanak. 
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Shape your lamp on the wheel of good actions. 
In this world and in the next, this lamp shall be with you. 
Within the heart, this lamp is permanently lit. 
It is not extinguished by water or wind. 
Such a lamp will carry you across the water. 
Wind does not shake it, or put it out. 
Its light reveals the Divine Throne. 
The Khatrees, Brahmins, Soodras and Vaishyas cannot 
find its value, even by thousands of calculations. 
Tf any of them lights such a lamp, O Nanak, he is emancipated. 


Gurbanee accords similar treatment to another practice 
involving the Diva namely the Aartee. Physical aartee as a 
ritual is discouraged and Gurbanee provides inner spiritual 
context to Aartee in the shabad Gagan Mei Thaal Rav Chand 
Deepak Baney (Dhnasree First Guru). 


Upon that cosmic plate of the sky, 
the sun and the moon are the lamps. 
The stars and their orbs are the studded pearls. 
The fragrance of sandalwood in the air is the temple incense, 
and the wind is the fan. 
All the plants of the world are the altar flowers in offering to You, 
O Luminous Lord. 
What a beautiful Aartee, lamp-lit worship service this is! 
O Destroyer of Fear, this is Your Ceremony of Light. 


It is thus unlikely that Sikhs would have indulged in a mass 
lamp lighting ritual or deep mala to welcome their Guru. It is 
even more unlikely that the Guru would have allowed his 
Sikhs to indulge in a ritual that was not only of no 
significance in Sikhi, but against Gurmat. It is more likely 
that huge numbers of Sikhs thronged to visit him on the way 
from Agra to Amritsar and he had divans of kirten, katha, 
langgar sewa, and parchar for weeks culminating in a grand 
gathering at Harmandar Sahib. 


If one assumes that Guru Hargobind started the practice of 
deep maala, in defiance of the teachings of the first 5 Gurus, 
then one must look at other historical events of stature and 
importance . It is worth noting that there is no record of the 
Sikhs having performed deep maala when Harmandar Sahib 
was inaugurated, when the first parkash of the GGS was 
conducted, when Akaal Takhat was installed, when Guru 
Hargobind intitiated his Meeri Peeri army, and or when he 
returned victorious in each of the four wars he fought with 
local Mughals. These are all events that happened within a 50 
year span (before and after) of the sixth Guru’s release from 
Gwalior. If indeed Deep Maala was an accepted practice 
then, it would have been done on all these other occasions. 
Yet, it was not. Surely no Sikh would have trouble accepting 
that all of the historic events above would be of a higher 
importance to the Guru when compared to his release from 
prison. Why then is a lesser event being celebrated with a 
grand Deep Mala? 
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An examination of the collective mental psyche of the Sikhs 
at the time of their Guru’s release will shed light on the 
probability of the Sikhs undertaking an exercise of lighting 
thousands of lamps to celebrate Diwali. Jahangir had, on 
30th May 1606, after having kept him in prison, put to death 
in the most inhumane and cruel way, the fifth Guru of the 
Sikhs,. That this was the first martyrdom of the Sikhs, that 
their peace loving and beloved Guru was the victim, and the 
terrible tortures he endured had a lasting impact on the Sikh 
collective psyche. The Sikh psyche was tormented and 
beleaguered beyond imagination. One Guru was cruelly 
executed; the successor was imprisoned for one year. It is 
impossible to imagine that the Sikhs would have decided to 
have any grand celebration (Divali or otherwise) with the 
cruel and inhumane death of their Guru still fresh on their 
mind. It is equally impossible to imagine that Guru 
Hargobind would have allowed or condoned a grand 
celebration to commemorate his own release from prison. 
For someone who was prepared to die in battle four times 
with the Mugal tyrants, and for someone to call upon his 
Sikhs to be ever prepared to lay down their lives for justice, 
being jailed would have been as trivial as being released. 


In light of the above, it is clear that the Deep Maala story is 
concocted as an after thought by people eagerly seeking to 
provide a historical justification to link Divali to the Guru. 
The similarity between the story of Guru Hargobind 
returning to Amritsar and that of Ram Chander returning to 
Ayothya to celebrate Divali (elaborated below) is striking 
enough for Guru Ji’s Bandee Chor celebration to come 
across as un-imaginative, wholescale plagiarism and dull 
fabrication. As is the case with most afterthoughts — they do 
not withstand careful scrutiny, are shaky at best, and 
dubious at worst. Given that lighting lamps was the standard 
way of providing light and given the huge crowds present 
when Guru Hargobind arrived from Gwalior, a great many 
lamps may have indeed been used for their practical value. 
But if using many lamps constituted Deep Maala, virtually 
every day before the advent of electricity would have been a 
Deep Maala day at Harmandar. 


(ii) Bhai Mani Singh’s Shaheedee. Sikhs are told that Bhai 
Sahib Ji sought to have a gathering of Sikhs during the 
Divali of 1737. The local ruler agreed to not persecute the 
Sikhs who attended provided Bhai ji agreed to pay a fixed 
amount of money. Subsequently, upon discovering that the 
ruler had devised a plan to attack the sangat, Bhai ji sent 
notices for the Sikhs to not attend this function. There was 
thus no function and Bhai ji refused to pay the agreed 
amount to the ruler. He refused to allow the existing golak 
of the Guru Ghar to settle the amount due. As a result, Bhai 
ji was cut up limb by limb. 


This incident is used to portray the fact that Sikhs did 
celebrate Divali as a religious function because that is what 
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this great Shaheed intended to do. But was that the intention 
— to celebrate Divali as a Sikh religious function? Or was 
Bhai ji merely using the occasion to gather Sikhs to conduct a 
spiritual diwan that had everything to do with Skhi (Kirten, 
Gurbani recitation, langgar sewa etc) and nothing to do with 
Divali per se? In any case, the function was never held. More 
importantly, the outcome of the Divali of 1737 was the cruel 
limb by limb mutilation of a brave, noble, bright and 
principled jewel of the Sikh community. Only one thing can 
be worse than this cruel annihilation of a man of God. That 
would be to use his name, his sacrifice, and his loss of life to 
sanction us Sikhs to do deep malas, distribute sweets and to 
celebrate this day. And those who are most guilty of such 
gross deviation are the present day guardians of the 
Harmandar Sahib. What is most disturbing to the Sikh psyche 
is the fact that the roots of this great matrydom of a great 
Bhram Gyani_ panth rattan soul lay in his desire to maintain 
the sanctity and dignity of Harmandar. 


DIVALI AND HARMANDAR SAHIB. 

In what can be described as a senseless waste of funds, 
money and energy sincerely contributed by Sikhs who look 
to the Harmandar as their spiritual guidance, parbhandaks of 
this seat of holiness conduct, at virtually every Divali night 
an ostentatious display of fireworks, deep mala, and 
distribution of sweets. To see Harmandar Sahib (and other 
leading Gurdwaras and Takhats — notably Patna and 
Damdama) take part in a ritual so decidedly critiqued by the 
GGS, on an occasion so unrelated to Sikhi — is a clear 
indication of the spiritual and moral corruption that has 
seeped into today’s Sikh spiritual leadership. 


No authority at Harmandar, Patna or Damdama has been able 
to justify their Divali night extravaganza save to quote 
Pauree 6 Vaar 19 of Bhai Gurdas Ji, mention Bandee Chor 
Divas and link to Bhai Mani Singh’s Shahidee — as discussed 
above. No one can authoritatively give a time frame when 
this practice started. It certainly was not practiced during the 
Guru’s times because there is no mention in the GSS. Such 
practice certainly did not happen during the 100 years or so 
after the demise of Guru Gobind Singh in 1708 and defeat of 
Baba Banda Singh Bahadur — as the Sikhs — hunted as they 
were by the rulers of the day - were hiding out in the jungles 
as guerillas.” The Harmandar itself was destroyed many times 
over during this period to prevent the Sikhs from even 
secretly visiting it to get spiritual strength. This period is 
replete with tales of Sikhs challenging each other to go for a 
dip in the Sarowar (pool) of Harmandar Sahib. The challenge 
was substantial as it involved the risk of getting caught and 
losing one’s life. The price of the head of a Sikh was up to 80 
rupees. It is thus difficult to believe that Sikhs would have 
conducted a deep mala or any celebration every year on 
Divali under such circumstances during these 100 years. 
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Yet it is highly likely that the divali related deep mala crept 
into Sikh Gurdwaras sometime during these 100 years of a 
tumultuous period. Since the Sikhs were fighting for 
survival in the jungles of Punjab, the hills of Jammu and the 
deserts of Rajasthan, the Sikh Gurdwaras, including the 
major historical sites were in the hands of Mahants, pseudo- 
sikhs, government backed deviant Sikhs etc. By and large 
they were anti-Sikh and had their philosophies rooted in 
deviant practices or Bhramanical beliefs. This is a period 
when Bhramanical rituals such as Lohree, Maghee, 
Rakhree, Shraad, Sangrands, Maasiyas, Puranmashi, Karva 
Chauth, Dushera, Divali etc were brought into and 
institutionalized as “Sikh” practices. One century was more 
than enough for these rituals — even though tossed out by 
the GGS -— to be rooted firmly in Sikh maryada (Gurdwara 
practice). 


When Sikh Raj was established in 1801 — the Sikhs were no 
longer hunted, but their Gurdwaras continued to remain in 
the hands of the deviant Sikhs. Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s 
ministerial portfolio for Sikh Religion was in the hands of 
the Dogra brothers who were Hindu converts from Jammu 
and Kashmir. We now know that these brothers were on the 
pay roll of the British for the purpose of destabilizing the 
Sikh Raj. These Dogra brothers sat as parbhandaks of Akaal 
Takhat, sanctioning deviant practices and doling out huge 
sums of money and land to the deviant Mahants. It is thus 
most likely that Divali related Deep Mala at Harmandar 
Sahib and other leading Sikh Gurdwaras was regularized 
during this period. When the British annexed the Sikh Raj, 
these Mahants and controllers of Sikh Gurdwaras were 
supported by the new rulers for politically expedient goals 
and actively allowed to carry on their activities. It was 
during the British rule (Guru Nanak’s Nirangkari Gurpurab 
of 1942) that the first Akhand Paath of the Bachittar Natak 
Granth (dubiously called Dasam Granth) was conducted at 
none other than the Akaal Takhat itself !_ It wasn’t until the 
Singh Sabha Movement of the early 19" Century that the 
historical Gurdwaras were liberated and put under the 
control of SGPC. These Gurdwaras were physically 
liberated, but Sikhs are still trying to liberate themselves 
from the deviant practices and rituals that were rooted by 
their previous occupiers. At the same time, non-historical 
and local Gurdwaras contined to remain in the hands of 
individuals and a host of deras have sprung up. The deras 
are run by a sanitized version of the Mahants known as 
Sants. A good number of local Gurdwaras, including 
diaspora Gurdwaras are staffed by Granthis who are the 
products of dera philosophies and Sant influences. It is in 
this context that the introduction and continuation of Divali 
deep mala (and other Bhramanical rituals) at Harmandar 
Sahib (and other Gurdwaras) is perhaps best understood. 


UNDERSTANDING DIVALIT. 
It now remains to explain Divali within the context of 
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Indian spirituality. Bramanism dictated the classification of 
Indian Hindu society into four main groups — Brahmin, 
Khatri, Veshyas and Shudars. Dress, occupations, language 
and celebrations were allotted accordingly to allow for 
distinctions to be made at the outset. The Brahmin thus 
celebrated Vesakhi while the Khatris considered Dushera to 
be their main celebration, The Veshayas — because they were 
the Bania or business class — were allotted Divali which is a 
celebration of Laxmi Puja (godess of wealth). The Shudars — 
because they were lowest in the pecking order of castes — 
were deemed satisfied to consider Holee as their main 
celebration whence forth they gathered to chuck colored dust 
at each other in the name of guttural fun. 


(i) The Philosophy.  Divali is a shortened version of 
Deepavlee; meaning a festival of lamps. It is fixed on the 
moonless (masia) night of the month of Kathak — a month 
associated with labour (as opposed to Veskahi which is 
associated with reaping the benefits). By definition Kathak 
Masia falls at the end of the “working month.” The day after 
Divali is known as Vishkarma Divas (literally: day of no- 
labour — also name of a devta) and then next Dhan Chaundas 
(literally: day of wealth — also name of a devta). Wealth will 
only arrive if the deity of wealth — Laxmi arrives on Divali 
night, and the devotee is home waiting for her. So prior to 
Divali, devotees clean their homes, give it a new coat of paint 
etc. On Divali night, they light up their homes, perform 
fireworks, and distribute sweets — in anticipation of Laxmi’s 
arrival. The main door of the house is never closed on Divali 
night. Laxmi’s photo is adored with silver and gold 
decorations and Kesar and Ganesh are drawn in full color on 
the walls / floors of the house. Many devotees gamble during 
Divali night hoping for wealth. Shivji and his consort Parvati 
are commonly depicted as gambling during Divali night. The 
Ramayan narrates a session of gamble between Ram and Sita 
on Divali night. 


(ii) The History. Given that the civilization of India is 5,000 
years old, a number of significant events would have 
coincided with Divali. Of these the most significant is the 
return to Ayothya by prince Ram Chander after having 
defeated rival king Ravan. This battle is depicted as the 
triumph of good over evil. Divali night has therefore since 
witnessed fireworks and deep malas (to celebrate victory) 
and the burning of effigies of Ravan. 


CONCLUSION. 

It is fairly clear therefore that Divali is a celebration that 
holds deep philosophical and historical significance to 
followers of the Hindu / Bramanical faith. And it is 
equally clear that Divali has no significance whatsoever 
from the view point of Sikh philosophy, Gurbanee, 
Gurmat and Sikh practice. 
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Sikhs, having lived in cosmopolitan Punjab from the days of 
Guru Nanak would have undoubtedly shared the joy of 
Divali (and even the Muslim celebrations such as Eid) with 
their neighbors and countrymen — without sharing the 
philosophical underpinnings of the event. The same can be 
said of Sikhs outside of Punjab and India who live in mixed 
societies. It is thus likely that Divali has been accepted from 
the social and cultural perspective by the Sikhs — in the 
name of good inter-communal relations and ties. A good 
number of Sikhs living in western countries are known to 
“celebrate” Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year, - 
without ascribing to the religious and spiritual connotations 
of these events - presumably within the spirit of good 
citizenship. As a minority almost everywhere, Sikhs have 
perhaps better understood this principle than others. There is 
nothing is Gurmat that prohibits a Sikh from sharing in the 
joys of his neighbours and countrymen. 


But attempts to provide Sikh philosophical and historical 
basis to Divali (and any other non-Sikh celebrations) and 
endeavors to bring these functions to Gurdwaras are grossly 
misguided. Such endeavors necessitate the distortion and 
manipulative interpretation of Gurbanee to provide basis 
where none exists. They make a mockery of the rich Sikh 
tradition by implying a bankruptcy of indigenous Sikh 
celebrations. Such attempts falsify Sikh history and rob our 
younger generations of the chance to appreciate their own 
distinct identity. The spiritual esteem of the Harmandar 
Sahib (and other sites) is undoubtedly affected amongst 
Gurmat and Gurbanee appreciating Sikhs over the 
misguided and wasteful actions of these Gurdhaams to burn 
lamps and conduct fireworks on Divali night. Above all, 
such actions lower the esteem of the Sikhs in the eye of our 
Gurus as indicated by Guru Gobind Singh: Jab Yeh Gahe 
Bipran Kee Reet, Mein Na Karoon En Kee Parteet. The 
trust and faith (parteet) that the Guru placed in Sikhs may 
simply be lost in so doing. 

[The author can be contacted at dhillon99 @ gmail.com ED] 





1. Bhai Ji (1551- 1636) was a contemporary and uncle of Guru 
Arjun. The first version of the Granth Sahib (Pothee Sahib or 
Kartarpuree Bir) was written in the handwriting of Bhai Ji as 
narrated by Guru Arjun during the compilation process over a 
period of two years. Bhai Ji is further credited for the tireless 
Sikhi parchaar that he did in and outside of Punjab. Guru Arjun 
did not include Bhai Ji’s writings in the Pothee Sahib, but 
accorded the title of Gurbanee dee Kunjee (the key to 
understanding Gurbanee) to Bhai Ji’s compositions. Sikhs 
consider Bhai Ji to an exemplary Sikh philosopher and his 
writings are accepted by the Sikh Panth (as sanctioned by the 
The Sikh Rehat Maryada) as Banee fit for Kirten and Katha. 
The only other Sikh writer whose writings enjoy a similar 
stature is Bhai Nand Lal Ji. 

2. Guru Gobind Singh’s demise in 1708 was followed by Banda 
Bahadur’s reign until 1716. The Sikhs underwent terror at the 
hands of Mughal rulers and grouped under Misls (12 groups or 
bands of Sikhs) in 1747 which was the year of of the first of 
nine invasions of Ahmad Shah Durani. The Misls used guerilla 
tactics for survival, and lived inside or in the fringes of the 
jungles. Baba Deep Singh’s sacrifice is while fighting 
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Durani’s attack on the Harimandar in 1757. In 1801 Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh managed to unite these 12 Misals and created the 
Sikh Raj headquartered at Lahore. The British annexed this 
territory in 1849. 


oh KK 


ONE GOD UNITES US ALL 
6533 Serena Lane 
Boca Raton, Florida 33433 
561-487-5931 
filmbuff602000 @ yahoo.com 


George W. Bush 

President of the United States 
The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 


November 12, 2008 


Dear President Bush, 


I refer to this letter as ‘the old college try!’ I know that 
someone will read it and I hope it will be a person of 
conscience who will, in turn, pass it on to someone else, and 
that it will eventually find its way to your desk. 


I am a decorated, combat-wounded, Vietnam War veteran. I 
have been a registered Republican all my adult life. There 
have been times, under both Republican and Democratic 
leadership, that I have had reservations about certain policies 
and decisions of my government. However, I have never 
been ashamed of my country until now. 


About twenty years ago, I converted to the Sikh religion, 
which originated in northern India about 500 years ago. We 
Sikhs respect all the world’s religions and simply ask that our 
faith be respected in return. Uncut hair is a central 
requirement of our faith. Uncut hair is considered by us to be 
a very special and sacred gift from God. The history of the 
Sikhs is full of sacrifices which Sikhs made for their uncut 
hair. These sacrifices included unspeakable tortures and 
death. In order to keep our uncut hair clean and tidy and to 
maintain its spiritual purity, a turban is required to cover the 
hair. Sikhs consider the turban to be acrown. For a devout 
Sikh to use a razor would be a great sin. The hair gives us a 
special connection with God and was a symbol enabling 
Sikhs to preserve their separate identity from the majority 
populations of India: Hindus and Muslims. The flowing 
beard of a Sikh is a blessed symbol and is considered a thing 
of beauty. 


It is generally accepted that Jesus Christ kept his hair uncut. 
The story of Samson in the Old Testament, a man of great 
strength and courage, points to the fact that human hair is a 
great source spirituality and power if it is kept uncut. Mel 
Gibson’s movie, The Passion of the Christ, graphically 
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depicted the suffering and death of Jesus. How would 
devout Christians have felt, if the Romans had also 
humiliated Jesus by cutting off his long hair and beard? 
This is how Sikhs feel now. Just because uncut hair is no 
longer significant in modern times as it was in Biblical 
times for most Christians and Jews, does not mean it is 
unimportant to people of other faiths. 


Some time ago, a Sikh man, Jagmohan Singh Ahuja, who is 
incarcerated in the Duval County Jail in Jacksonville, 
Florida, had his religiously-mandated hair cut off. Hair does 
not interfere with any routine activity, and poses no danger 
to the person or anyone he may come in contact with. Of 
course, there are security concerns in a prison situation. 
Please note that no one is questioning Jagmohan Singh’s 
incarceration. However, imprisonment should not entail 
religious humiliation. The American Constitution protects 
freedom of religious expression for everyone. The Duval 
County authorities claim that the hair of prisoners is cut in 
the interest of security. The idea that contraband can be 
hidden in the hair and beard is an excuse — not an 
explanation. All body parts, internal and external, are often 
probed for contraband in prisons, so why is long hair an 
exception to standard procedures? I am informed that the 
hair of women inmates in Duval County is not cut. Surely, 
women prisoners are capable of concealing contraband in 
their hair as well as men. It is not as though we are referring 
to thousands of inmates. We are talking about a very small 
number. Moreover, aren’t the chances of rehabilitation 
better when authorities respect the religious principles of 
inmates? Most people think so. 





I contacted Florida Governor Charlie Crist about this matter 
and was very disappointed in his response. His office told 
me that the Duval County Jail’s hair policy is a local matter 
outside of his purview. Many elected officials have signs on 
their desks saying, ‘The buck stops here.’ This is not a local 
matter; it is a violation of our First Amendment right of 
freedom of religious expression. Of course, certain First 
Amendment rights are lost when one is in prison, but not 
freedom of religion. If inmates can litigate over bad food; 
poor cell accommodations; inadequate law books in the 
prison library, etc. they have not lost all their First 
Amendment rights. 


The Duval County authorities say that they are not violating 
the First Amendment because they are ‘equal opportunity’ 
barbers. They will cut the hair of Sikh men; devout Muslim 
men; Orthodox Jewish men, et al. In other words, they 
claim that they are not discriminating against any specific 
faith, but treating all faiths alike. Discrimination against 
those faiths that require uncut hair is discrimination and a 
clear-cut violation of our First Amendment rights. I 
strongly suspect that the intransigence of Duval County on 
this religious issue is part of a post-9-11 pattern, which does 
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not help us either at home or in the world at large. 


You once said that you and your administration ‘would sprint 
to the finish line.’ 1 admire you for having said that. Here is 
an opportunity to do something consistent with that approach. 
You have an opportunity toward the end of your presidency 
to correct a terrible injustice and do something very 
humanitarian that will impress both Americans of conscience 
and faith as well as people around the world. I do not know 
the terminology or the process, but surely some kind of 
executive order can be issued by you that says something 
like, ‘Anyone incarcerated in America will have their 
religious rights safeguarded per the American Constitution.’ 


These are troubled times for our country. Shouldn’t all 
Americans make special efforts to convince the world that we 
respect all cultures and religions including those from the 
East? 


With great respect, I implore you to correct this injustice. 
Very sincerely yours, 

Frank Paul Tarney 

a.k.a. Fatehpal Singh-Tarney 

USMC Service # 203055 

P.S. Here is a recent photo. Does my turban and beard lessen 


my love of country? It does not. Insensitivity to my 
religious beliefs is something else... 





oh KK 


US AIRWAYS DISCRIMINATES AGAINST 
SIKHS 


US Airways Management: 

I am a turban wearing Sikh who uses the airport in 
Sacramento, Californua because that is the closest airport for 
me. I have travelled on almost all the airlines that fly out of 
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Sacramento, including US Airways, and never experienced 
any thing like reported in the Press Release below. I hope 
you realize that this was an unlawful and shameful act. 


Unless I hear from you why this was allowed to happen; 
what steps you have taken to avoid the repeat of this 
despicable behaviour of one of your pilots, and what kind of 
apology you have offered to the three respectable Sikh 
preachers, whom I personally know and who have preached 
in a Sikh Gurdwara that I at one time managed, I for one 
will not be flying US Airways. 


Also, the text of this email to you and the Press Release 
below would be emailed, in 24 hours from now, to the 
worldwide readers of The Sikh Bulletin, that number in 
thousands. We would very much like to include your 
response in that email. Happy Thanksgiving! 


Hoping for a satisfactory reply, 
Yours sincerely, 

Hardev Singh Shergill 
Editor-in-Chief 

The Sikh Bulletin 

12:20 PM, PST 

November 26, 2008 


PRESS RELEASE 
US Airways Pilot Refuses to Fly Plane Unless 
Three Sikhs Get Off. 
Renowned Sikh Classical Religious Musicians 
Face Public Harassment and Discrimination 





Bhai Gulbag Singh, Bhai Davinder Singh & Bhai Iqbal Singh 


Sacramento, California, USA: In a disturbing incident 
reminiscent of widespread discrimination in 2001, three 
eminent Sikh classical religious musicians, Gulbag Singh, 
Davinder Singh, and Iqbal Singh were 'kicked off a US 
Airways flight, and were told that the US Airways pilot for 
the plane was refusing to fly with them on board. UNITED 
SIKHS has written to the U.S. Department of Transportation 
(DOT) and US Airways, warning legal recourse against US 
Airways unless prompt action is taken to redress the 
incident. 


The Sikh Bulletin 


The incident occurred after Gulbag, Davinder, and Iqbal 
Singh cleared Transportation Security Administration (TSA) 
security and boarded US Airways flight no. 0493 on 
November 15th in Sacramento, California, on their way to 
Salt Lake City, Utah. The three were sitting together in the 
rear of the plane, in their assigned seats. After having been on 
the plane for approximately ten minutes, they were 
approached by one of the ticket-reception desk workers and 
asked to exit the plane. While none of the three adequately 
comprehend or speak English, the group complied and exited 
the aircraft. When it became apparent that the group was 
unable to converse with US Airways representatives, a 
Panjabi interpreter was called to assist. 


The Panjabi interpreter informed Iqbal Singh, on behalf of 
the US Airways representatives, that the US Airways pilot 
for the plane was refusing to fly if they were onboard the 
aircraft. When Iqbal Singh asked why, the US Airways 
representatives were unable to give a clear answer, and the 
interpreter went on to persuade the three not to raise any 
objection because it could lead to more problems. The group, 
having become concerned, fearful, and worried about what 
had happened, took the only option they were given, which 
was to stay the night in a hotel and depart on a Delta Airlines 
flight the following morning to Salt Lake City, Utah. 


Commenting on the discriminatory and publicly humiliating 
treatment, Gulbag Singh commented, "I would like to ask the 
average American to think about how they would feel if they 
were cleared by security, were sitting on their plane, and then 
were asked to leave for no good reason. It is ridiculous that a 
person should be submitted to such second class treatment." 
(Translated from Panjabi) 


In the formal complaint letter to US Airways, UNITED 
SIKHS stressed the severity of the racial profiling and 
discriminatory treatment, asked for an apology and 
compensation for the three Sikhs, and offered training for US 
Airways staff. "Sikhs will not stand to be discriminated 
against. There is no satisfactory justification for US Airways 
to treat people in this way. This is a clear violation of civil 
rights and they must take immediate actions to address this 
issue," stated Harpreet Singh, Legal Director, UNITED 
SIKHS. 

In a separate incident on November 17, 2008 at Logan 
International airport in Boston Massachusetts, a Sikh man, 
Jaspal Singh, was sent to secondary screening where he was 
subjected to humiliating treatment when a Transportation 
Security Officer ( TSO) roughly searched his turban, almost 
untying it, after threatening him with arrest. UNITED SIKHS 
has written to and spoken with the TSA which is currently 
reviewing video footage of the incident. 


Due to the high volume of passengers during the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday season, you may face 
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improper or discriminatory treatment while traveling. 
Contact UNITED SIKHS immediately to report your 
incident so that we can advocate the incident to the TSA and 
rectify improper screenings at airports. 

You may read a previous press release on a discrimination 
case assisted by UNITED SIKHS at: 
http://www.unitedsikhs.org/PressReleases/PRSRLS-28-10- 
2008-00.htm 

Issued By: Jaspreet Singh International Civil and Human 
Rights Advocacy UNITED SIKHS +1-646-315-3909 
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December 2, 2008 

Dear Mr. Sheregill: 

Thank you for your e-mail regarding the events involving 
passengers on our Flight 0493 on November 15 (2008). We 
appreciate your concerns, take them very seriously, and are 
investigating the matter closely. We have already been in 
touch with representatives of United Sikhs, which also 
contacted us about this matter, and expect to have further 
discussions with them. Please know that US Airways does 
not condone discrimination or discriminatory conduct of any 
kind. Again, we appreciate hearing from our passengers, 
and will give this matter our close attention. 

Sincerely, 

Jane Currier 

US Airways Customer Relations 

Corporate Office 

US-08SHEREGILL-127E8/joc 


[We did not receive any follow up communication from US Airways. If 
they sent some communication to the United Sikhs, we are not aware of it. 
ED] 

ok ok 2k 2k ok 


KANISHKA BLAST 


SIKH BODIES INVOLVED IN 
KANISHKA BLAST’ 


Varinder Walia, Tribune News Service, Amritsar, December 7, 2008 


The Punjab Human Rights Organisation, in its final report 
on the Kanishka blast, has concluded that more than 12 
activists of the Babbar Khalsa International (BKI) and the 
International Sikh Youth Federation (ISYF) were involved 
in the conspiracy and the blast while approximately 50 
persons had knowledge about the blasts in Narita, Japan, 
and on Air-India Flight 182 in which 329 persons were 
killed about 23 years ago. 


Rights body chairman Justice Ajit Singh Bains (retd) said a 
number of persons, including police officers and Sikh 
militants, had trusted his team and disclosed to it startling 
facts about the involvement of the ISYF in the blast. 


The report added though at least 12 persons were directly 
responsible for planning and executing the Kanishka blast, 
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punishment so far had been given to only one person. The 
major reason for this miscarriage of justice is that though two 
organisations, the Babbar Khalsa and the ISYF, are 
responsible for the crime, the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RCMP) was under pressure to proceed only against 
BKI activists. Deliberately wrong information was given 
about “L.Singh” and “M.Singh”. 


And the main person behind this conspiracy, Lakhbir Singh 
Brar, was made a confidential informant and his statement 
was recorded in Pakistan. The statement matches with the 
expert advice of M.K. Dhar given to the RCMP to charge 
Malik and Bagri. The best evidence in this case was the audio 
and videotapes of the confessions of Talwinder Singh 
Parmar, but those were never made public nor used in the 
trial. 


The report further alleged that those were destroyed or 
erased. Audiotapes recorded by the CSIS, intelligence agency 
of Canada, were destroyed/erased on the instructions of 
activists of the Babbar Khalsa and huge bribe was allegedly 
given to CSIS officials. Several persons have confirmed this 
fact, the report alleged. 

The tapes would have also revealed their own agents 
working, along with activists of the BKI and ISYF. 


The frontline leader of the ISYF reached Canada in April 
1985. They were constantly in touch with the Indian 
Embassy and officers of the Intelligence Bureau. At the same 
time CSIS was just established and working in coordination 
with the Intelligence Bureau and Research and Analysis 
Wing of India. The CSIS was an infant organisation then. In 
May 1985, Lakhbir Singh Brar approached Talwinder Singh 
Parmar and made a plan to blow up trains, bridges and 
buildings in India and sought help to execute such destructive 
plans in India. 


oh KK 


INTERNATIONAL SIKH YOUTH FEDERATION 
BEHIND AIR INDIA BOMBING: 
NEW REPORT 
By Kim Bolan December 4, 2008Comments (5) 

The International Sikh Youth Federation was behind the Air 
India bombing and only roped in the Babbar Khalsa's 
Talwinder Singh Parmar at the last minute, says a new report 
on the terrorist attack. 


But the report by the Punjab Human Rights Organization 
does not provide the detailed confessions it claimed last 
month to have from "the real culprits" behind the June 23, 
1985 terrorist attack that left 329 dead. 


Organization chair Ajit Singh Bains says in the document 
that the RCMP already knows who is responsible and "rather 
than taking them into custody, the accused were given 
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discreet hints that they should leave Canada and were 
allowed to escape." 


The RCMP fired back Thursday, saying the report's 
suggestion that Canadian police tipped off suspects is 
"outrageous." 


"This statement is false and misleading,” Sgt. Tim Shields 
said. "There is no credible evidence or basis upon which to 
support such an outrageous claim." And the RCMP said the 
document from the controversial group is not really a report, 
but an opinion paper "that lacks any credible information 
that can be utilized to advance the Air India Investigation." 


The self-described human rights group, which testified at 
the Air India nquiry in Ottawa last year, refused to give its 
report or supporting "evidence" to the RCMP, despite 
attempts by Canadian investigators to meet with the 
organization in India last month. 


Then the PHRO said it would release the report publicly, 
but back-tracked before finally e-mailing an abridged 
version to The Vancouver Sun and other news outlets 
Thursday. The report says the real mastermind of the 
bombing was ISYF co-founder Lakhbir Singh Brar, who 
made a failed refugee claim in Canada and was later 
deported. But the RCMP told the Air India inquiry that Brar 
was ruled out as a suspect after considerable investigation. 
And Brar is virtually absent in the logs of wiretap 
conversations Parmar had with others in the weeks before 
and after the bombing. 


The report says the PHRO's team of investigators met the 
real killers and "surprisingly, those people are openly taking 
responsibility and are claiming that the crash of the Air 
India Flight 182 was not a wrong act, but a great victory." 
But then the PHRO said it must protect those responsible 
from self-incrimination by not releasing their confessions. 


The report also said Brar is the man who accompanied 
Parmar and Inderjit Singh Reyat to the woods outside 
Duncan to do a test-bombing on June 4, 1985. Agents from 
the Canadian Security Intelligence Service were watching at 
the time and never identified Brar as the third person, 
despite his identity being widely known by law enforcement 
in 1985. 


The PHRO names other suspects who have not been on the 
RCMP short list - Pushpinder Singh, a.k.a. Mohinder Singh 
Sachdeva, who travelled to Canada from the Philippines on 
a false passport on June 1, 1985, and Surmukh Singh 
Lakhaian, a former Babbar Khalsa member in Hamilton 
who was charged in 1986 in another terrorist plot, but later 
acquitted. 

The PHRO also claims the ISYF was set up by the Indian 
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government to disrupt the Sikh separatist movement around 
the world, something former B.C. members have adamantly 
refuted. 


Earlier a PHRO spokesman, Sarbjit Singh Verka, confirmed 
that its "investigators" had not even reviewed the mountains 
of evidence filed at the Air India trial and the inquiry in 
Ottawa before reaching its conclusions about the case. 


The trial ended in March 2005 in acquittals for Vancouver 
businessman Ripudaman Singh Malik and Kamloops 
millworker Ajaib Singh Bagri. 


Bains also suggested there has been a massive international 
plot between the governments of Canada and India, the 
RCMP, Indian police and the Air India inquiry, which is yet 
to release its report into the bombing investigation. 


"None of these authorities want or are unable to tell the truth 
to the victims or to the world as they have their own 
compulsions not to reach at the bottom of the tragedy. We 
feel each one of them is misleading the public in their own 
way," Bains claims. 

kbolan @vancouversun.com 

Punjab Human Rights Organization finally releases its 
report....sort of By Kim Bolan 12-04-2008 The Real Scoop 





This controversial group based in India's Punjab state has 
been monkey-wrenching in the Air India case for a few years 
now. They launched an "investigation" into the 1992 death of 
bombing mastermind Talwinder Singh Parmar, the former 
Burnaby resident who founded the terrorist Babbar Khalsa. 
Then they contacted lawyers for the Air India inquiry last 
year to present their "seismic" conclusions: that Parmar was 
tortured to death in the custody of Punjab police and 
confessed in the process. They were flown to Ottawa under a 
shroud of secrecy to testify. Then they changed their mind 
and didn't take the stand, only to be brought back a second 
time a few months later. The problem with all this is that 
nothing they had to say was new. The RCMP already had the 
same evidence and information about Parmar's terrible 
demise - some of it had even come out in pre-trial evidence at 
the Air India trial. Hey, it was also all in my book on the Air 
India case: Loss of Faith. And that had been out for two years 
when the PHRO testified at the inquiry last year. 


Needless to say, people who know a lot about the Air India 
case (and I am one of those simply because I have covered it 
since 1985) were a bit skeptical when the PHRO claimed last 
month that it had solved the entire bombing plot, gotten 
confessions from the "real culprits" and wanted to share its 
findings with the Air India victims’ families. 


The RCMP's Air India Task Force was in India when the 
PHRO made this public claim. But the group would not give 
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its evidence to the investigators charged with solving 
Canada's deadliest terrorist attack. They said they HAD to 
meet the RCMP without Indian officials present. The 
problem with that is such a meeting would violate 
international law under the Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty. 
The RCMP came home without the PHRO report, without 
alleged confessions from the terrorists responsible. 


Late last night, I got an email from the PHRO containing an 
abridged version of its report. There were no confessions. 
The names were not new - Parmar, Inderjit Singh Reyat, 
Hardial Singh Johal, a travel agent named Amarjit Singh 
Pawa. All but Reyat, who spent 20 years in jail for the plot, 
are dead. There were a few people who had been identified 
as peripheral characters in this tragedy - Lakhbir Singh Brar, 
Mohinder Singh Sachdeva and Surmukh Singh Lakhaian, 
who the PHRO has elevated to key players without 
providing any evidence. What they say conflicts with much 
of the evidence that has come out at both the Air India trial 
and the Air India inquiry - evidence that was NOT reviewed 
by this group's investigators. 


Some of the most preposterous claims in the report are 
attacking the RCMP, suggesting police colluded with 
suspects to help them flee Canada. Understandably there 
was strong reaction from the police, who told me what I 
already knew - that the suggestions were "outrageous." 


"This is nothing more than an opinion paper that lacks any 
credible information that can be utilized to advance the Air 
India Investigation," Sgt. Tim Shields said. "With respect to 
the allegations of the PHRO that the RCMP tipped off 
suspects in this case to flee the country - This statement is 
false and misleading. There is no credible evidence or basis 
upon which to support such an outrageous claim." 
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CHAKRAVYUH WOVEN INTO THE 


TWEEDLEDEE AND TWEEDLEDUM EPISODE 
Gurtej Singh, Chandigarh 


The story of Talwinder Singh Parmar, the agent of the 
government of India and the kingpin in the destruction of 
the Air India aeroplane in 1985 is getting “curiouser and 
curiouser” as Lewis Carroll would have put it. The 
judgement in the Kanishka case has pointed to him to 
unmistakably be the brain who caused the disaster. The 
Canadian Security Intelligence Services (CSIS) Report 
based on all the evidence present with the (Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police) RCMP, the local police and the secret 
agencies, unambiguously labels Parmar as the agent of the 
government of India. Not much attention has been drawn to 
one Jiwan Singh ostensibly a leader of the Akhand Kirtani 
Jatha, who was Parmar’s mentor. He was masquerading as a 
holy man. He was an agent of Giani Zail Singh the then 
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President of India. He was in regular correspondence with the 
Giani. A letter written to him by Dr. Gurdip Kaur, the 
daughter of Zail Singh who officiated as the First Lady in 
place of her mother, points to the shady deals Jiwan Singh 
was carrying on in Canada in behalf of the government of 
India. She addresses him as ‘uncle.’ 


Canadian Security Intelligence Services was created in 1984 
by an act of parliament. After coming into existence, the 
CSIS appears to have immediately started working on the 
report above cited. It examined more than 10,000 documents 
and finalised its “Top Secret” report on November 16, 1992. 
One of the names that were uppermost in the minds of the 
authors as the prime accused was that of Talwinder Singh 
Parmar. In fact the report almost starts by relating his 
story and by conclusively dubbing him an agent of the 
government of India. While the researchers were giving 
final touches to the report, they came to know that Talwinder 
Singh had probably been arrested by the Indian police in 
India. It is entirely reasonable to suppose that the government 
of India had been informed about his involvement and the 
desirability of his being handed over to Canada. By that time 
they had come to the conclusion about the crucial role he had 
played in the matter of downing the Air India Flight No. 182. 
Not withstanding the dire need of keeping him alive to 
give vital testimony in the Kanishka case, his execution 
was ordered and Talwinder Singh was killed while in 
custody. 


It appears that the government of India became panicky on 
the prospects of its role being exposed by Talwinder Singh 
Parmar. That would have followed in the matter of course 
had he been surrendered to the RCMP. So, it appears that the 
government recalled its agent back to India to avoid 
exposure. Some facts about his arrest and elimination, not 
available to the RCMP or the world at that time have recently 
been revealed by the Indian police. It has been done in 
circumstances in which it can manoeuvre to utilise the 
revelation for pursuing its original policy of blaming the Sikh 
militants for the destruction of the plane. 


A retired Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP), Harmail 
Singh Chandi claims that he had arrested Talwinder Singh 
form Jammu in September of 1992. He interrogated him for 
five days before killing him along with five others. He further 
claims that Parmar revealed during the interrogation that 
Lakhbir Singh Rode, president of the banned 
International Sikh Youth federation was one of those who 
had masterminded the operation leading to the Kanishka 
blast. Lakhbir Singh’s name has come up for the first time in 
this connection. He has not been accused of complicity in the 
last 23 years before this. Tehelka which claims to have the 
original ‘Source Report’ based on the statement of the 
Talwinder Singh while in police custody and prepared by the 
police immediately after he was killed, affirms that the name 
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of Lakhbir Singh Rode does not appear in the confessional 
statement. 


The statement of Chandi, coming at this crucial time, is a 
politically significant statement. It has to be borne in mind 
that it is the statement of a retired person (no more on police 
duty). It is coming 15 years after the event. It is the 
statement of a criminal and a cowardly policeman who 
tortured a man in police custody for five days and 
eventually killed him along with five other persons in 
custody, whom also he, in all probability tortured. All others 
were perhaps absolutely innocent. Chandi had no 
compunction in violating the law in killing them just to 
please his senior officers. He however, claims that he did 
not destroy the written record of Parmar’s interrogation 
although ordered to do so by the senior officers and that, his 
present statement is based on that record. This story is 
highly improbable as he would not have dared to preserve 
the record after he had been ordered to destroy the audio and 
the written record. There would also have been someone 
appointed to oversee that he obeyed the order. He is also 
certainly lying about the record remaining in his custody at 
any time as the record of interrogations was always 
maintained by senior officers who interrogated militants and 
no junior officer ever had access to it. The people in custody 
were interrogated by senior officers and the record was 
maintained by them. That was the procedure. The junior 
officers like Chandi would not even know what had 
transpired. Clearly Chandi is making a wrong statement. 


It will be remembered that the Kaniska case (R, v Malik and 
Bagri 2005 BCSC 350) had concluded in the Canadian 
courts in 16 March 2005. The guilt of the accused, who 
were even in some severely limited measure, 
‘representative’ of the Sikhs, could not be established by the 
evidence presented. The RCMP, with a generously helping 
hand of the American and Indian governments and in spite 
of the tutored ‘procured’ and ‘induced’ evidence failed to 
get a conviction. One Rayat who turned a police witness and 
provided evidence against the co-accused after confessing 
his role was not believed by the court. He himself was let 
off with a very slight punishment. This meant that Rayat too 
was hand in glove with the RCMP. The guilt of Talwinder 
Singh Parmar was however established beyond suspicion. 
Parmar’s status of an agent of the government of India had 
also been established beyond a shadow of doubt by the 
RCMP in the Top Secret Report written by the researchers 
who had been given access to all the evidence collected by 
all the law enforcing agencies of Canada. Read in the 
context, Talwinder Singh’s guilt only strengthened the 
belief that the Indian government had destroyed its own 
plane to malign the Sikhs. This is the only conclusion that 
comes through on reading the verdict or the part made 
public in the Kaniska case. 
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The Indian Government was the first one to react to the 
verdict. It orchestrated a well planned campaign in several 
influential newspapers and magazines to convey that justice 
had not been done in the case. (An analysis of the behaviour 
of the Indian Press after the verdict was attempted. It is 
appended). To cap it all, seeing that it was the only 
opportunity of presenting informal evidence which need 
not have to stand the scrutiny of cross examination, the 
Indian Government demanded an open enquiry into the 
event. The Sikh prime minister of India went public with 
the request to Canada for an ‘open’ enquiry. This open 
enquiry was on when the ‘new evidence’ by Chandi 
suddenly burst on the scene. It was accompanied by the 
former DGP K. P. S. Gill vouching for the truth of the 
statement and offering to himself give evidence on the same 
lines. A somewhat credible avenue was opened through a 
group of lawyers of the Punjab Human Rights Organisation 
who are considered sympathetic to militants. Through their 
colleague, one Sarabjit Singh who is ostensibly a human 
rights activist is suspect among other groups doing genuine 
human rights work, the ball was set rolling. It was Sarabjit 
Singh who discovered and fielded Chandi for giving ‘new 
evidence.’ 

Chandi’s sponsors have now presented the entire false 
evidence to the John Major Commission of Inquiry that is 
enquiring anew. He went all the way to Canada along with 
one of the lawyers and Sarabjit Singh for the purpose of 
presenting his view. Since then he is reported to be missing. 
Sarabjit Singh claims that he ‘conducted interviews with 
Parmar’s associates in India and Canada and has pieced 
together a comprehensive report.’ The entire report is on one 
single point, namely, that Parmar had confessed during the 
interrogation that he had done everything to destroy 
Kanishka on the instructions of Lakhbir Singh Rode. Sarabjit 
Singh contends that Parmar was killed just to keep the lid on 
Rode’s complicity. It is Sarabjit Singh’s guess that Rode was 
roped in by “Delhi” to recruit Parmar in order to discredit the 
Sikh movement. Ostensibly he is just substituting one agent 
of the Indian government (Gol) for another, but that is not 
how it turns out in the end. He wants to shift the blame on 
Rode who is not so far a clearly established agent of the Gol. 
He just wants to exculpate Parmar whose credentials as an 
agent are established fully according to the CSIS report. So 
far it is not established beyond doubt that Rode is an agent 
also. In any case, no investigation of the Canadian 
government exists to point a finger at Rode. Sarabjit’s 
attempt is not for replacing tweedledee for tweedleum; it is 
for introducing an element of uncertainty in the identity of an 
agent in a bid to shift the blame on to the Sikh nation for the 
crime. This will pave the way for the reversal of the Court’s 
judgement on the Kanishka issue or at least of casting doubt 
on its veracity. This is the purpose of introducing this limited 
identity crisis. Sarabjit knows full well that his surmise has 
no evidentiary value and the eventual attempt is just to bale 
out the real culprit, that is, the government of India. 
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The DSP is making a wrong statement. Why? 

The DSP, murderer of at least 6 young men in police 
custody, further says that the killing was done on the orders 
of the senior officers who had also ordered that the 
confession record too be destroyed. It is remarkable that he 
obeyed the orders to kill the 6 people but did not obey the 
same authority’s orders to destroy the recorded statement of 
Talwinder Singh. This makes the DSP’s statement all the 
more doubtful. He is now a part of a bigger conspiracy 
being hatched by his senior officers to wipe the stigma of 
guilt from the face of the Gol. 


Reading the statement between the lines yields tonnes of 
information. 1). People were taken into custody, 
interrogated (i. e. tortured at will) and then eliminated and 
shown as having been killed while firing on the police to 
resist arrest. These in the parlance current since are called 
false encounters or faked encounters. While in custody, 
audio and maybe video record of the statement of the 
persons to be eliminated was meticulously made and 
preserved. It was reduced to ‘source’ report and presented to 
the senior officers. The purpose of the exercise was to 
obtain orders for elimination of the prisoner without taking 
the matter to the court. This procedure was established with 
the express consent of the political executive. The extra- 
judicial executions could not have been effected if that firm 
chain of command had not been established. 


This episode and others like it now give rise to important 
questions vital to the continued existence of the Sikh people 
in India and to the continuation of the democratic processes 
in the Indian polity. The situation calls for revealing the 
chain of command constituted to kill Sikh young men, 
women and children. The world concerned with human 
rights must know who finally wielded the axe? What was 
the clinching evidence that, that authority considered 
sufficient for releasing the guillotine blade? The record of 
each person so executed was preserved as we know from the 
situation reports in existence. All these situation reports 
must be now made available for public scrutiny. This is also 
sufficient proof that the repressive machinery so erected 
behind the fagade of democracy and the rule of law still 
exists; otherwise how could retired policemen like Chandi 
and K. P. S. Gill be induced to offer ploys like the one 
narrated in the above episode? That this machinery exists at 
the highest level is also fairly obvious as the prime minister 
of India is on record as asking for the reopening of the 
Kanishka case. 


Those who fume and fret every time the Sikh people point 
out the necessity of becoming self governing, must pause 
and consider whether there is any other way out for the 
Sikhs to escape this tight noose around their necks? In the 
first week of May, 2008, Giani Joginder Singh Vedanti was 
persecuted for having stated at New York that the Sikhs 
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need an independent state of their own. If the above write up 
depicts the truth even partly, there is a firm case for the Sikhs 
to make an attempt at escaping the meticulously laid out 
death trap for the entire Sikh population of India. 


It is necessary for the Sikhs to bring the above analysis to the 
notice of all concerned and in particular to the notice of the 
Canadian commission of enquiry so that the Sikhs may not 
be condemned unheard. 


II 

Latest chapter in the conspiracy has been launched through 
Justice Ajit Singh Bains who is the father of the lawyer R. S. 
Bains who was promoting the Chandi version. I had met the 
junior Bains in May 2008 and had questioned the truth of the 
version he was supporting. I had given the above mentioned 
reasons. I had particularly mentioned that the Situation 
Report referred to by his team was available to the Tehelka 
magazine and it had confirmed that Rode’s name does not 
appear in it. Dr. Bhagwan Singh and Sardar Harshinder Singh 
were present at that meeting. 


The senior Bains version of the same is now more carefully 
worded. (See, The Times of India, November 23, 2008 and 
the Punjabi Tribune, December 5, 2008, 3). It does not 
mention the Situation Report at all. Chandi, the kingpin of 
the last version, has been completely dumped. It talks of 
‘investigation by the PHR Organisation team. It ostensibly 
“travelled the world interviewing more than a hundred 
persons in several countries.” Before going any further, one 
is entitled to ask what motivated the PHRO and who 
provided them the finances for the project? The answer 
to both questions lies partly in the kind of report that the 
PHRO has provided. It, like its old_version involving 
Chandi, seeks to exonerate the GOI that has been 
identified_as_ the actual culprit by all the evidence _on 


record and to shift the blame to the Sikh people. It claims 
to be based on the ‘confessions’ of the culprits. Why they 


would inculpate themselves now that a clear judgment in the 
case has come, is destined to remain a mystery. Lakhbir 
Singh Rode was the primary accused in the previous version 
and remains so in the present one. This appears to be for two 
reasons: firstly because, he headed the International Sikh 
Youth Federation which was erected jointly by all the 
militant groups. By blaming it, the entire Sikh community 
can be accused. In the second place, Rode is supposed to be 
living in Pakistan. By blaming him, heat can also be turned 
on Pakistan. A demand will go up to surrender Rode. 


The other new piece of information in the new incarnation of 
the report is that the RCMP destroyed the tapes of 
conversations leading to the bombing of Kanishka. These 
supposedly identified the militant groups. A perfectly rational 
answer to that has been provided in the Soft Target. Perhaps 
the evidentiary value of the tapes was not much and since 
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these have been destroyed, how did the PHRO divine that 
the tapes were indeed valuable? The PHRO also claims that 
the RCMP accepted bribes for destroying the tapes. That on 
the face of it seem preposterous. The RCMP has tried hard, 
tried beyond the call of duty and has gone to the extent of 
procuring witnesses as is pointed out in the Canadian 
judgement. It is highly improbable that it would destroy the 
hard evidence if it had any. The accusation of bribe is 
against the organisation and not against an individual who 
accepted the bribe. Had an individual been blamed, he could 
have taken legal action against the PHRO. 


The unceremonious dumping of the previous kingpin 
Chandi and putting up a totally new version shows how 


keen the PHRO is in pushing the blame for the incident 
upon the Sikhs. Its secret longing to see 62 Sikh heads 


biting the dust is pathetic. That is a move that best suits the 
GOI that is the actual culprit. Our judge is now protecting 
the human rights of the ‘besieged’ GOI, knowing full well 
that the people propping up version after version are playing 
a sinister game and that their report is a cock and bull story 
having no evidentiary value. It is unfortunate that he should 
have allowed his name to be used for such a nefarious 
purpose. The attempt by the PHRO may have been to get at 
the “bottom of the tragedy” but what it is serving to the 
world is sewerage material. 


Press that the Sikhs get: 

Press anywhere is biased,’ would be a true statement. 
Nevertheless there are kinds and kinds of biases. Economic, 
political and social biases are understandable even when not 
justifiable. We may also temporarily put up with biases 
prevailing in closed societies. An Islamic state, a 
Communist or a Nazi one cannot be expected to be free of 
bias. When the same phenomenon prevails in an open or at 
least in a society advertising itself as open, democratic and 
tolerant, it is doubly hurting. It is indicates that the society 
has just assumed the bright upper garment while it remains a 
rotting, dark ‘empty trunk over-flourished by the devil.’ 
Only the victims of hatred can know what it feels like when 
barbs of despise pierce the being and make gaping wounds 
in the soul. That makes the situation poignant for a large 
number of the citizens. Racial, religious, colour, caste and 
cultural biases outrage humanity and sow seeds of 
permanent distress which soon bloom into mutual strife. 
The world is full of examples of this kind of conflict 
prevailing almost in every continent. It is necessary to 
recognise where hatred begins, how it endangers peace and 
placidity and where it needs to be curbed severely. 


On March 16, 2005, the British Columbia Supreme Court 
Justice Ian Bruce Josephson conducting the Air India 
Kanishka (flight number 182) disaster over the Atlantic 
Ocean (June 23, 1985, toll 331) trial acquitted the accused 
for “insufficient evidence” to support the “Crown theory of 
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a conspiracy between (Malik), Mr. Bagri, Mr. Parmar or Mr. 
Rayat.” The court has also observed about the witnesses, that 
“most of them were cooked up witnesses by the police and 
the prosecution.” Other significant remark is “The evidence 
has fallen remarkably short — I find the Crown has not proved 
his guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.” Paragraph 478 of the 
judgment says, “twenty years of police investigation has not 
revealed any independent evidence that Mr. Malik advocated 
revenge against the government of India, believed in 
Khalistan or was a member of any political organisation 
promoting those views.” 


The Tribune has used the occasion to see that the disaster 
continues to be blamed on the acquitted and the guilt 
remains foisted on the Sikh people world wide. It has 
published statements (procured? Doctored? Or may be, both) 
on March 18, 2005, (1) for the above mentioned purpose. 
Captain S. S. Bhinder’s brother is represented as saying, “we 
just can’t accept this judgement—the culprits certainly have 
not seen the last of us.” It tells the reader that a Sikh is certain 
that these were the culprits in spite of the carefully conducted 
trial lasting two years and meticulous collection of evidence 
over the last two decades by the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police known for its efficiency. It fails to mention that the co- 
pilot brother of Bhinder was himself blamed within sixteen 
hours of the crash by the Indian Mission in Canada for taking 
the bomb into the cockpit. The theory was changed only 
when the debris established that the explosion had taken 
place in the luggage hold and not the cockpit. 


The Chandigarh Tribune March 18, 2005 (1) is second to 
none in sowing hatred to the delight of its cherished 
readership, namely the Punjabi Hindu, without caring for the 
consequences. It has taken two precautions to see that the 
Canadian society is not offended by publication of the tainted 
news. Its limited local circulation is one such. It has also 
specifically mentioned that, “the entire case was based on 
circumstantial evidence which couldn’t hold good” (3). This 
is double-edged. It also has the effect of providing an alibi 
for the basic premise that justice has not been done. The 
sinister suggestion is released, like some deadly virus to seep 
into the psyche of the hate promoters to the detriment of the 
Sikh people. 


Other provocative headlines of the paper are “Kaniska 
wounds impossible to heal” (3); “Bhinder upset over verdict” 
(1). Under another headline on page three, it has pursued its 
aim of promoting hatred further by the using the ‘table news’ 
technique. A proxy, a person with a Sikh name, Kishie Singh 
who ostensibly met the victim’s kin some two years back is 
used as an anchor. The same mode of condemning the Sikhs 
employing a Sikh name is used again as in the other story. 
The sad story (“the agony of living a life without a loved 
one’’) is reeled out by the Tribune reporter who is so efficient 
that she remembers who had met whom two years ago. 
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Ostensibly a Sikh sympathiser is used to bond the guilt on to 
the Sikhs again in spite of the acquittal and the failure of the 
police to get sufficient evidence. This piece is a perfect 
example of ‘table news’ created for special effect. 


The approach of Times of Chandigarh is more balanced and 
appears much less biased. A principal of a DAV School is 
quoted as saying, “innocents should not be punished.” It is 
well chosen as that does not promote prejudice against 
anybody, does not try to bring another country’s judicial 
system into disrepute neither does it indict its investigating 
agencies. The popular prejudice against the Sikhs is 
represented by the housewife Suman Malhotra who says, “I 
don’t think there wasn’t enough evidence against the 
accused.” The context draws a distinction between the 
enlightened and the not so enlightened opinion and shows 
on which side the paper itself is. Jasbir Singh, a person 
engaged in the transport business is quoted as saying, “it 
shows that the western judicial system is flawless, you just 
can’t nail anyone without sufficient evidence.” The first 
page appears to represent the deeply divided society’s views 
adequately. 


The pandering to the popular sentiment is somewhat done 
on page 9 of the same edition. The headlines are significant 
but do not betray deep-rooted prejudice of the paper itself. It 
does not appear to have either introduced its own prejudices 
into the news items nor has it tried to suggest a value 
judgment. ‘Bhinder’s family ‘shocked,’ says one headline 
with the word shocked in single inverted commas to indicate 
that it is the exact reaction of a deeply involved person. 
‘Kanishka verdict a travesty of justice’ from Vancouver is 
again in single inverted commas. ‘We are disappointed and 
feel helpless, say relatives’ just reflects the pain of relatives 
which would be quite normal in such circumstances. 
People’s anger and disappointment has something to do 
with the quality of investigation and the perceived 
inadequacies of the judicial system. ‘“Bagris village 
celebrates” is a statement of a fact and offends no one. All 
shades of opinion are covered. 


It appears that Bhinder’s statement was a written one and 
presumably has been used by both the papers. The Times 
has quoted profusely from it and the Tribune most 
sparingly. Therein lies the secret of the intent of both and 
cause of the manner in which it stands presented to the 
public. That it conveys divergent opinion is no wonder. In 
the coverage from Vancouver, Times has made no attempt 
to give a slant. Most of the opinions quoted are those of the 
aggrieved relatives and are within inverted commas — and 
that is very fair. The same can be said of those covered 
under the other two headlines. The matter used is not very 
balanced but is objectively used. The same cannot be said of 
the other paper. 

So far so good. The real pandering comes a day later and 
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betrays paper’s carefully concealed views. On the 19" the 
Times of India has published a cartoon on the editorial page. 
It shows a Sikh dressed as a militant holding a smoking gun 
in each hand with debris of Kanishka scattered all over 
behind him. In front of him on the podium sits a judge 
furiously hammering a law book and pronouncing “not 
guilty.” The caption reads “Canadian Justice.” Contrast this 
with paragraph 788 of the judgement in the case: “there is 
simply no evidence to point to the role Mr. Malik may have 
played in the conspiracy to place bombs on Air India planes.” 


Both these papers have commented editorially on the event. 
“Justice in Canada” (The Tribune, March 18, 2005) appears 
to be a value judgment. The connotation is that there is no 
justice in Canada. Commenting on the pronouncement it 
states that the “shock and disbelief -- is palpable,” the 
judgment is “unexpected” and that the judge has pronounced 
them not guilty “in his own wisdom.” The last expression is 
translatable to ‘foolishly’ in view of the Indian usage. 
Objection is taken to the judge’s observation that the key 
prosecution witnesses surfaced “too late to be credible.” The 
editor pretends that an ominous judicial doctrine has been 
pronounced by the judge. He has the example of Indian 
courts in mind where he has seen guilt has been foisted upon 
the likes of Kehar Singh who was on a roof top with the killer 
months earlier to the killing and ‘had said something to him’ 
which of course no one had ever heard. It does not occur to 
him that this neither in Canada nor in India constitutes a 
judicial doctrine. “In future the killers can easily keep the 
witnesses engaged for a sufficiently long time, knowing full 
well that their testimony will be worthless after that.” How 
that is possible is mysteriously not pointed out. The most 
sinister suggestion is casually dropped; the judge should have 
known that “when such a devilish conspiracy is hatched, it is 
next to impossible to get any direct evidence.” The 
implication is that no evidence in this case was equal to 
ample evidence. It advocates that some such judicial doctrine 
should have been employed. The paper has not asked why on 
earth did the Indian government not testify for it knew the 
names of the conspirators and their ticket numbers within 
minutes of the crash taking place. That perhaps is the clue to 
who is really responsible for the crash. The editor makes no 
mention of the Soft Target which squarely places the 
blame for the crash on the agencies of the government of 
India. Is that the reason why The Tribune wants the Sikh 
accused to be hanged so that the veil is permanently placed 
on the covert doings of the secret forces in the service of 
‘mera bharat mahan’ and in the interest of the ‘unity and 
integrity of India.’ 


The Hindustan Times, of March 23, 2005, has put its reaction 
on page 10, but promises, “More on the Web.” From what is 
in print, it becomes clear that the government of India is 
being fully represented by its (paid or unpaid) agents. This 
paper as well as several others is trying subtly, and 
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sometimes not so subtly, to give voice to the opinion against 
the Sikh people. This mythical entity is supposed to consists 
of “several Sikh groups” who are clubbed together as 
“moderates” led by Rattan Mall editor of the Indo-Canadian 
Voice. Their central theme is voiced by one Sadhu Singh 
Samra vice-president of Guru Nanak Sikh Gurdwara. It is 
mentioned that the membership of the Gurdwara is 87, 000. 
It is suggested that they all agree with Sadhu Singh when he 
pontificates, “in our communities nobody will come forward 
even though they know who did it.” That of course is by no 
means certain. The headline is ‘People still fear terror.’ The 
main object of the carefully chiselled news item is in the 
punch-line spoken by Rattan Mall who says, “moderates 
wanted them to be convicted at any cost.” For the last three 
words of the quote, one may read ‘whether they are guilty or 
not.’ Public opinion is being manipulated to suggest the 
Sikh guilt despite acquittal. This will in due course be made 
justification for appeal — a second go at getting the guilty 
verdict without sufficient evidence. 


The statement of Ujjal Dosanjh, on the same page of the 
Hindustan Times (March 23, 2005) appears sensible on the 
face of it. He suggests that the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police and the Canadian Security Intelligence Services are 
to blame for the acquittal. According to him it is they who 
destroyed the crucial evidence (erased the tapes). Dosanjh is 
not interested in knowing why they did that. Those people 
who have read the Central Review Committee Report know 
the answer. The tapes were erased because they were 
pointing the accusing finger directly at India’s Canadian 


Missions and the agencies owing allegiance to them. This 
was inconvenient to the Canadian Government which 


wanted, in the language of Rattan Mall, lucrative trade 
relations, “at any cost” if one may say so. 


In such circumstances, the headline “Opposition for public 
inquiry Canadian government reluctant” makes sense. The 
Conservative Party leader, Stephen Harper’s demand in the 
House of Commons, “I want the government to commit 
unequivocally, clearly, without hesitation, that if there is no 
successful prosecution, there will be full public inquiry,” 
seems the only sensible alternative. New Democrat Member 
Jack Layton called for an “open and transparent process” is 
the crucial issue in the whole process. The government does 
not want just that, as indicated by the Deputy Prime 
Minister, Anne McLellan for ‘an enquiry may not produce 
any new information.’ Harper appears to be hitting the nail 
on the head when he asserts, “I think the government’s 
worried we will get answers from an inquiry.” (HT, March 
23, 2005) 


The Indian Express, March 22, 2005, (5) also follows the 
basic theme which has two main points to make: the Sikhs 
are guilty despite the acquittal and that most of the Sikhs 
termed “moderates” do not accept the verdict. They also 
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confirm the Sikh guilt. The element most obvious in this 
news item is political persuasion of the opposing ‘moderate’ 
and the ‘fundamentalist’ or ‘hardliner’ groups within the Sikh 
community. The ‘moderate’ designated group is at the 
moment in positions of domination within the institutions 
administered by the community. Their basic concern is to 
remain in the limelight. They seek to demoralise the 
‘hardliner’ by foisting the guilt for the Kanishka crash on 
them so that they remain defeated and ‘out of power.’ The 
Kanishka episode is no more than a tool to be used by one 
group to discourage the other within the Sikh society. 
This very well suits the government of India as it 
confounds the confusion on the issue and effectively 
draws the veil upon its own dastardly role. The Canadian 
people must know that this will not help the nation at large as 
it will keep the potential of the real culprits intact. It is certain 
that the real culprits will use the cloaked position to create 
further dissensions in the Canadian community by exploiting 
the differences deliberately created amongst the so called 
moderate and the extremist Sikhs. This division is political, is 
artificial and is furthered by each of the three parties with a 
view to bake its own chestnuts. The concern for ‘succour to 
the victims of the tragedy’ is a phoney concern and is 
adopted for the sake of respectability. Balwant Singh Gill is 
the president of the Surrey Gurdwara. It is only in this 
context that his statement about Malik, “he has the potential 
to revive Sikh fundamentalism in the province,” becomes 
meaningful. It will lead to the burial of the truth and cause 
perpetual division in a society to no one’s avail. The real 
loser will be the law of the land and the rule of law. The real 
gainer will be devilish State that masterminded the situation 
just to reap political harvest at home by discrediting the 
people of its own origin. This must not be allowed to happen. 


The Tribune group of newspapers continues with promotion 
of the hate campaign against the Sikhs. Ever since the crash 
took place it has tried a variety of journalistic tricks in its 
quiver to fix the guilt for the incident on the Sikhs 
collectively. It has distorted and utilised every occasion that 
came its way to pronounce the Sikhs guilty. “Lest we forget” 
that, has been its motto. 


A one and a half page article in the magazine section of The 
Tribune (July 10, 2005, 1), “Lest we forget,” is a fair sample 
of the seriousness with which the Tribune group is 
conducting the anti-Sikh campaign. It weaves a pathetic tale 
around the memories of two or three families, to which no 
objection can be taken. It is a tale of human misery and needs 
a telling in the hope of prevention in future. It is however 
very objectionable that the major thrust of the article is to 
blame the Sikhs for the crash in spite of the acquittal of the 
accused Sikhs (“flight, most believe, was blown up by the 
same fundamentalist ‘movement’ that targeted the Prime 
Minister’). It conveniently forgets that the prime minister was 
killed by her own body guard who was deliberately killed 
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after capture so that his motives would never be clarified. 
However it is partly right on the issue of fundamentalism. It 
was the by-product of rising Hindu fundamentalism which 
sent Indira worshipping at Jawalamukhi, to have darshan of 
the Shankracharyias and to most hypocritically donning the 
rudarakash garland projecting herself as part of the Lord 
Shiva’s (the god of destruction) family. 


It dubs it an “act of terrorism, one of the worst in the world” 
while the Canadian government’s secret agencies, after 
collecting ample impartial evidence have unanimously 
recorded that it was not at all an act of terrorism. The paper 
nevertheless goes on to pronounce it to be “one of the most 
horrendous acts of terrorism in history.” To arrive at that 
conclusion The Tribune does not mind condemning the 
entire judicial system of a friendly country. (“The Canadian 
justice system has failed us”). Those who have read the 
judgment delivered in the case know that it is meticulously 
argued and is as fair as it is possible for judgment to be. It 
appears that it will go down in history as one of the classic 
pronouncements by a court wedded to truth in spite of the 
fact that it was working in an atmosphere laden with severe 
constraints such as foreign pressure to hang the accused 
whether guilty or not. The Tribune goes on to squarely 
condemn the government “which failed to arrive at the 
truth.” The suggestion is that The Tribune’s opinion is the 
only absolute truth the world should know. Without caring 
to examine its own motives, it goes on to hold that “there 
was a weakness in the system.” If it ever cared to see how 
clear-headedly the investigation was conducted, it would 
think twice before doubting the job the law-enforcing 
agencies were doing. Taking all its prejudices to be the 
gospel truth, the newspaper is adamant in attributing the 
disaster to “certain ideological issues — the demand for 
Khalistan” which may be true but not in the same sense as 
The Tribune believes. The ideological concept was blown 
out of proportion by those who wanted to exploit the image 
of Indira as Durga Mehshasurmardini for electoral purposes. 


The Tribune is again only partially right in its assertion that 
“Canada is being seen as soft on terrorism.” There is ample 
evidence that Canada knew that the destruction of Air India 
Kaniska was attributable to state terrorism. It is being soft 
on that variety of terrorism because it has its economic and 
political interests to protect. India is now a powerful country 
how can it stand up against it for upholding the abstract 
principle of Truth and Justice? It has become another 
mammon worshipping state and a country of Lakshami 
worshipping politicians who have an eye on gas pipe-line 
construction contract and so on. In the circumstances, the 
public inquiry will be a double-edged weapon. It may just 
throw up the truth. Certain it is that the truth it yields will be 
palatable neither to the government of India whose agencies 
perpetrated the act or to The Tribune which wants to see 
every Sikh hanged for the unfortunate crash. 
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Had The Tribune bothered to read at least the judgement it is 
assailing, it would have known that the explosive material 
was in the baggage of M. Singh. It is further necessary to 
know that on the testimony of Jeanne Bakermans who had a 
lengthy conversation with him; M. Singh was “an East Indian 
male in western clothing without a turban or a beard.” It 
appears that L. Singh, who is supposed to have checked in 
the other bomb which exploded at Narita airport, was not a 
Sikh either as paragraph 21 of the judgement considers the 
possibility that he could have looked like M. Singh. 


The Punjabi Tribune, (July 11, 2005, 1) carries a report by its 
correspondent datelined, ‘from the Prime Méinister’s 
aeroplane.’ It shows Tribune’s preoccupation with its mission 
of keeping the negative image of Sikhs alive in particularly 
the Punjabi Hindu mind. The instant report says, ‘the prime 
minister has indicated that the issue of the Kaniska disaster 
will be raised with the Canadian government again. The 
guilty have not been punished. It is a very painful matter.’ It 
goes on to add that recently the government had sent minister 
of state in the prime minister’s office, Prithvi Raj Chauhan, 
to Canada to represent at the 20" anniversary of the air crash. 
The headline is ‘I will again raise the matter of Kaniska air 
crash with the Canadian government: Manmohan Singh.’ 


oh 2 2K 


K. P. S. GILL THE MOST HATED 
TOP COP OF PANJAB 


FREEDOM FROM FEAR 


Whither Jail Administration 
K. P. S. Gill 


Details of the scandalous escape of three of the accused in the 
assassination of Punjab Chief Minister Beant Singh, from the 
Burail Jail at Chandigarh last month, are still emerging, and 
the complete subversion of the Jail administration has been 
established beyond doubt. To the extent that incidents of 
escape have been reported in the past weeks from Tihar Jail 
at Delhi and the Danapur Jail in Bihar, as also gross 
irregularities in the extraordinary facilities provided to ‘VIP’ 
criminals in some of UP’s Jails, it is clear that Jail 
administration in the country has been enormously corrupted 
and is in urgent need for reform. The media is rightly 
focusing on these issues, but has, in the process, tended to 
ignore far more disturbing signals that emerge from the 
Burail jailbreak. 


The escape of three committed terrorists involved in one of 
the country’s most high profile political assassinations is not 
something that was simply worked out between corrupt jail 
staffers and the conspiring prisoners. Vast sums of money, as 
well as a pattern of internal and external intimidation would 
have been required to create the conditions for the eventual 
breakout, and a significant network of support would also be 
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needed to ensure that the escapees could evade the police 
dragnet once they were out. 


There is some evidence that the jailbreak was arranged as 
part of a conspiracy that involved US based elements of the 
Babbar Khalsa International and the Akhand Kirtani 
Jatha, whose coordinators provided funds and arranged 
communications between the terrorists and their mentors in 
Pakistan. Simply put, it is clear that, despite the apparent 
absence of terrorist violence in Punjab, a surviving network 
of terrorism and of its supporters and sympathisers 
continues to exist, both within the State, and outside the 
country. 


It is, of course, true that the ideology that inspired a decade 
and a half of terrorism in Punjab has been entirely rejected 
by the masses, and there can be no revival of the scale and 
intensity of terrorism that afflicted the State through the 
1980s and the early 1990s. It is nevertheless, necessary to 
realize that, given modern technologies of destruction, it 
takes very few to initiate or revive a lethal and substantially 
disruptive terrorist movement, particularly when strong 
support structures for such movements exist abroad. 


Despite the complete absence of popular support, it may be 
recalled, Pakistan was able to engineer a rash of bomb 
attacks on soft targets by Khalistani terrorists, which killed 
55 persons between March 14 and July 10, 1997. The scope 
for such mischief, though it constitutes no immediate and 
overwhelming threat to the security of the state, is 
substantial, and can cause tragic loss of civilian lives. Even 
today, several Khalistani terrorist leaders and some of their 
cadres continue to be provided safe haven in Pakistan in the 
expectations that domestic circumstances would, at some 
point, create the opportunities for the revival of terrorism in 
Punjab. 


These include, Lakhbir Singh Rode of the International 
Sikh Youth Federation (ISYF), Paramjit Singh Panjwar, 
Chief of the Khalistan Commando Force — Panjawar 
faction (KCF-P), Gajinder Singh, Chairman, Khalistan 
Commando force, Ranjit Singh Neeta of the Khalistan 
Zindabad Force, and Wadhawa Singh Babbar of the 
Babbar Khalsa International. At no stage has Pakistan 
given up in its efforts to revive the militancy in Punjab, and, 
for instance, over the past five years, at least five tunnels 
have been discovered across the international border, cutting 
under the elaborate border fence, to facilitate infiltration into 
the State. The ISI is also known to have designed an 
automatic folding ladder to cross over the fence, and has 
specific plans to encourage infiltration of trained terrorists 
into the Punjab. There is also information that, in the 
absence of Sikh recruits, Pakistan has taken to recruiting 
Pakistani Punjabi Muslims, and familiarizing them with 
Sikh culture, to collaborate with the various Sikh militant 
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groups currently hosted in Pakistan. There is also some 
intelligence on the training of Sikh youth by the ISI at huge 
private farmhouses in Muscat, Thailand, Dubai and Iran. 
Reports were also received regarding efforts by the ISI to 
help the BKI and the KCF-P establish bases in China, but 
these initiatives were reportedly thwarted by the Chinese, 
who were not enthused by the project. 


The problem does not end with Pakistan. The ‘defeated 
rump’ of Khalistani terrorist organisations has been widely 
dispersed across the world, and continues to engage in a 
range of activities, including propaganda, international 
political mobilisation, mobilisation of funds, and recruitment. 
Despite the events of 9/11 and the relatively hostile 
international environment for such enterprises, these 
activities continue to thrive. The BKI and the ISYF have now 
both been placed on the US list of terrorist organisations, but 
they continue to operate under different identities. 


A_ significant number of listed Punjab terrorists are 
currently known to be residing in the US and Canada, and 
a number of ‘Khalistani’ front organisations are extremely 
active in lobbying, propaganda and mobilisation of funds. 
These organisations include: 

the Council of Khalistan, headed by Gurmeet Singh 
Aulakh; 

the Khalistan Affairs Centre, headed by Amarjit Singh, who 
has a close association with the ISYF; 

the Sikh Youth of America, under the leadership of J.S. 
Kang, John Gill, Jasjit Singh Fauji, and others; 

the American Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee, headed 
by Pritpal Singh, a terrorist who was involved in several 
operations, including the Ludhiana bank robbery; 

the Dal Khalsa International, coordinated by Ajit Singh 
Pannu; 

the Nankana Sahib foundation Trust, headed by Ganga 
Singh Dhillon, who was closely associated with the 
Pakistan Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee; 

and the World Sikh Organisation. 


Links between such elements and Sikh terrorist leaders in 
Pakistan have retained their vibrancy, and these have been 
consolidated through linkages between the American Sikh 
Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee and the Pakistan Sikh 
Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee. Linkages have also been 
forged between Kashmiri militant fronts in the US, and the 
Sikh Youth of America and Babbar Khalsa, with the latter 
organisations paying out sums of money to the Kashmiri 
groups to target individuals identified by the Sikh extremists. 
A rash of similar organisations and activities extends across 
Europe. The two factions of the BKI (headed by Wadhawa 
Singh and Talwinder Singh Parmar, respectively) for 
instance, have a presence in UK, France, Norway, and 
Germany. In the UK, Mohan Singh Dhillon floated the Sikh 
Muslim Federation and was reported to have visited Pakistan 
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to arrange meetings of Muslim militants of Pakistan 
occupied Kashmir (PoK) with Sikh militants, to wage a 
‘guerrilla war’ against India. These activities and 
interactions are supported, encouraged and facilitated by the 
ISI. Top Khalistani terrorists in Indian jails maintain active 
contact with many of these foreign-based groups. 


Complacency and the inability to pursue and punish those 
who engage in terrorist activities against the Indian state has 
been a chronic failure in this country, and there has been 
little sustained effort to bring to book the many listed 
terrorists and their associates who operate abroad. A revival 
of militancy in Punjab is improbable, but not impossible, 
and the Indian state must constantly guard against such a 
possibility. Bringing the guilty of the long years of terror to 
justice is a necessary element of such a defense. A state that 
fails persistently to punish even the worst of its criminals 


will eventually come to be ruled by them. 
(Published in The Pioneer, February 21, 2004) 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 
ON K. P. S. GILL’S ASSERTIONS ABOVE 


[It has been a long time practice of the Central Govt in India to keep 
the Sikhs, at home and abroad, divided. They have accomplished this 
by recruiting Sikh traitors to do their dirty work and then creating 
suspicion about the integrity of any and all Sikhs who might be in a 
position of leadership in the community. To malign the Sikhs as a 
whole in the eyes of the entire world this Govt. went as far as 
arranging to blow up its own two planes (See Kanishka Blast pp 13-22 
this issue). They have even used the US State Department to malign 
Sikhs as terrorists by getting it to include several seconds of Indian 
army’s attack on The Golden Temple, ostensibly to flush out Sikh 
terrorists from the Holy place, in its CD on Global Terrorism that was 
distributed to the public school system in the entire country. Even John 
Kerry, while campaigning as Democratic candidate for President, 
succumbed to this propaganda by referring to Sikh terrorism, which he 
later apologized for when objected to by US based Sikh organizations 
that are not fronted by Indian Intelligence Agency. Even the Indian 
Missions abroad are used to create turmoil in Diaspora Gurdwaras. 


Babbar Khalsa International, International Sikh Youth Federation 
and Sikh Youth of America that K. P. S. Gill refers to as terrorist 
organizations, were the creation of his Govt. They were part of the 
grand scheme that included the attack on Harmander Sahib. These 
organizations were started by the Indian Intelligence in all the 
countries where the Sikhs had migrated to, in order to control the 
outrage that Diaspora Sikhs would express upon learning about the 
attack on their holiest shrine. Mother of all such organizations created 
by the Indian Intelligence was the World Sikh Organization which he 
mentions but omits certain essential elements, such as, its first leader, 
General Bhullar and his own ‘kuram’ Manjit Singh as the first Editor 
of the WSO’s mouthpiece, World Sikh News. Another significant 
omission is the name of Didar Singh Bains who succeeded Bhullar as 
WSO President once Bhullar was exposed as Indian Govt. agent. 


K. P. S. Gill identifies some ‘listed Punjab terrorist’ now residing in 
the United States. Among them, Dr. Gurmeet Singh Aulakh of Council 
of Khalistan and ‘Dr.’ Amarjit Singh of the Khalistan Affairs Center. 
Chances are that although Gurmeet Singh might be listed as a Punjab 
terrorist, Amarjit Singh is certainly not. Every thing is known about 
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Dr. Gurmeet Singh Aulakh, including what he is doctor of and nothing 
is known about Dr. Amarjeet Singh, including what he is doctor of. 
Some time ago The Sikh Bulletin had written to both of them to send us 
their brief biographies and to explore the possibility of joining their 
forces. Gurmeet Singh responded but Amarjeet Singh did not. Amarjeet 
Singh could very well be K. P. S. Gill’s fake terrorist. 


By creating fake terrorist cells is how K. P. S. Gill brought the 
‘kharkoo’ movement in Panjab to an end. Leader of one such fake 
terrorist cell was Gurdarshan Singh, now the Granthi of Dr. Rajwant 
Singh’s Guru Gobind Singh Foundation in the suburbs of 
Washington, D.C. Dr. Rajwant’s influence is such that he was able to stop 
the certain deportation of Gurdarshan Singh to India after his conviction of 
“Child Abuse: Custodian” and ‘Sex Offense Third Degree” in 
Montgomery County of Maryland (See SB Feb. 2003 p26). 


K. P. S. Gill identifies Sikh Youth of America as yet another terrorist 
organization under the leadership of J.S. Kang, John Gill, Jasjit Singh 
Fauji, and others. He cleverly disguises two facts. First of all Jasjit 
Singh Fauji is not one person. Jasjit Singh goes by the name ‘Chela’ 
and Fauji has more than one aliases. Chela is the king maker at SYA. 
He is Mr. SYA and Jaswinder Singh Jandi is his side kick. Dr. J. S. 
Kang may have at one time associated with SYA thinking of that 
organization as some positive development doing useful work for Sikh 
cause but he is not associated with them now. May be he decided to pull 
away when he discovered its true nature. Similarly John Gill’s 
association with SYA seems more as a personal friendship with its 
principals rather than ideology. When Jandi and a dozen of his thug 
friends physically attacked this writer at the Bradshaw Road, 
Sacramento, Gurdwara, where they had come to interfere with the 
elections, it was John Gill who whisked him away in his car. 


In one way Jasjit Singh Chela’s story of residency in this country is 
similar to that of Gurdarshan Singh Granthi. In 2003 Chela was arrested 
for violating deportation orders by the INS several years earlier when 
his petition for political asylum was denied. But that deportation order 
was over turned by a judge in Stockton when Chela provided the proof 
that if he is deported to India he will be tortured for his political views. 
Files of both these individuals are sealed. We can never find out what 
convincing evidence was presented. A question can be asked. If these 
individuals were indeed ‘listed Punjab terrorists’, why did the Indian 
Govt. not seek their extradition? It had extradited others from this 
country as well as from some European countries. 


Case of Chela is even more intriguing. Although his original political 
asylum petition had been denied, it did not stop him from visiting India 
with Indian passport with some one else’s name but Chela’s picture, 
provided by the Indian Consulate in San Francisco and Green Card 
under the same name as in the passport and Chela’s picture provided by 
the INS even though they had Chela’s picture under his own name in 
their files. 


Still another mystry is Fauji. He was arrested at the same time as Chela 
at the same facility, for bootleg duplication of Indian movies. 
Authorities must have then realized that he too was wanted for violating 
deportation orders. But he is still here and out of jail. 


K. P. S. Gill mentions Nankana Sahib Foundation Trust, headed by 
Ganga Singh Dhillon, but deliberately omits the name of Dr. Harbans 
Lal. 


He mentions “American Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee, headed 
by ‘Dr.’ Pritpal Singh, a terrorist who was involved in several 
operations, including the Ludhiana bank robbery”, but this 
committee is just as much a mystery organization as Dr. Amarjeet Singh 
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is a mystery figure. We do not know who the officers of this 
committee are, other than ‘Dr.’ Pritpal Singh (Doctor of what?) who 
has always been its ‘Coordinator’, their objectives, names of 
Gurdwaras they manage or what they have accomplished. Nor do we 
find it registered either in California or In New York sates. 


Pritpal Singh, Amarjeet Singh, Jasjeet Singh Chela, Gurdarshan Singh, 
Dr. Rajwant Singh et al. are inconsequential individuals. They all draw 
their power and influence from a common source. ED.] 


ok 2K 2K KK 


IRAQ TO REBUILD GURU NANAK'S SHRINE 
News Source: www.topnews.in [1] 

Baghdad, Dec 24, 2008: In a significant development, the 
Government of Iraq has decided to rebuild the 15th century 
Sikh Guru Guru Nanak Dev's shrine which was destroyed in 
the 2003 war in Baghdad. 





Talking to media here at his palace, Iraqi Vice President and 
senior politician Adil Abd-al-Mahdi has said that the 
government would rebuild the destroyed Guru Nanak Dev's 
shrine in Baghdad. 


The Iraqi Vice President and Sri Sri Ravishankar, who is on 
a peace mission to Iraq met here and held discussion about 
rebuilding of over 500-year-old Sikh shrine. 

Talking to media, Sri Sri Ravishankar said, "It was a part of 
my mission and the Iraqi government had agreed to rebuild 
the historical shrine." 


The Gurudwara was founded Mohamad Pasha Amoot, 
follower of Pir Bakol at the time of Guru Nanak"s visit to 
Baghdad in the year 927 AH (1520-1A. D). 


Baghdad was visited by Guru Nanak Dev on his way back 
from Mecca and Madina. He stayed outside the city of the 
west of Dajala (Tigris) River, about two kilometers north of 
Baghdad West railway station. 


He held discourses with Sajjadanashins (caretaker of 
mausoleum) of the mausoleums of Abdul Qadir gilani and 
Bahlol the Wise, who were greatly impressed by his views 
on God and religion. 
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After the Guru's departure, they raised a memorial in the 
form of a platform where the Guru had sat and discoursed. 
After some time when a room was constructed over the 
platform, a stone slab with the following inscription in Turki 
was installed in it. The shrine was completely rubbled during 


the 2003 war. (ANI) 
ok ok ok ok ok 


USIU ASH 3 Tet (SAT TH") 
dg Afos St Ast vont uset ous feR agi a Atos frost 
nme wm ag goa ugar ge Gs met 3 uA aga 
urd 3 st use gs dt fest I 3 ws AS Ba IA SF TS 
fags We aoa e sual 6 win Ue udst wut ent 
Moat w a ANSE tt afhn fea Js 3 fed AHS a mat setst 
ut ae Ate ot dg ood Usa t fe od 


genet yaaa Hoe Ae tt As Se agi cto fea dT Ada 
3 fea dt nana ag oat afse et cone 3: 
He 1 fea vsfa fea eetofs feos aS wis 
fefa uvat fefs GAdnfe fefe st fefe gAfe ufsil 
sod Se a ust fas ate mrfol 21 (iat 648} 


ws, cet AS-USTT AS Ae Js 3 act Aa us fee TS ae 
Jol ug 3 oso! Ate S fest scien ow usH aes 
sme ot fea ater 3 et usr act fearar gut ew S Barer 9 
fan feg wim Sa Ufss 2 ad yevee feRSR ae TS12 1 


Hos SF are Hast tat at feeSat st te ms AAS ct wot 
UgHt a oH od fae GsH & odt! fay UH Zt sacl | UGH 
Ral 


Asad 3s" Enrug sem afer SSA war HiT 
nift ag ad Honifs ag ue ast 5 uasint fan ate 3 
Ua 406 Il 


J wet! Afsca 6, 33 3, Peru } (Sa) wa urftmr Fe T 
(us use fer far o fa nat) afeaa AS vat fea AR|S 
(faGfa fen va fes) Aus Ja ast aH aged, Ot da 
CAT Se sase 3) aet Hou fan da Hou t at (fear & 
ATS) Stamat Sdt AT 3 | 
miro Sta wird St arg Il 
sea JaHt weg ATI 20 Il 


ier o/ ea ee dt SAS fee wre’ ¢ 3 aeust fom fes 
Hoot ate fen usst 3 ore TS fon won dt fest vr 
awe o 3 Aa a fA Fon ‘a Ht fhe ART oS) or 
foun HsTak BAS AAT fae 3 facst feet feRet as ot 
At 3 2a Ga fasat dat HS Hf dg se 3 aes fa T 
aH a AA S oe & feo Ue wat wefeor 3 qeTs 3 
odt | qeast Uns w fan S aet adh usr 
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fu S He S ame ct vast fee aet feneA odt 3 wrt 
Hast 6 Gewet Je aget 3: 
He Je AG vats tad, vats o Ws afer | 
& Usior Wag te as, 3dt On fest Tew 2 1 
30 ceurs faures ading C,”, uifsan safe mrss I 


afa thor tag aH a, usnis as fuesaer 13121 Cio 


” THs TH OH ag HIST II 
use oH feS ad AST ISIN (ar 874} 


vd seat | SAT oT HS mS FT, us (Tue gast 6) 
HASt FE BS F St, ust adh, fers wat slet F (we, vast 
seat UTA St ST Sd) 141 





aug te ates tea, afore Aa WST II 
afte gu dy setae, afenS uns ust 11 
afer ag us das, de fafa ust 
3S ag oes, o ae wes, oH ot poet soe 
(tier 695} 


cH cH $ dA So (neg wu) Add t vied HH ug a 
oH-gu 6 fort ws wet d, (Te Adt arfent fes) uUsHSHT 
(A we) wT dt SA-usu 0, (GA ot saafs oe AG Beh) a 
as qHet I oT HET TD (oe, AT WOH Hae fe famr 3) 
lligore | 


THaSt Hos Sil ued Hfs ues AHTfEnt I 
Ast ufe AS ofs wher II 
Het ret det Sar Il 
deoud at aes Sal 111 
ass HoT J ABS HII 
gon fomrst ffs aag dtoe fey 38 vas afer 11 
aoe II 


feo foe we | 30 a des aga te we nfo as st 
adtigeret At Gaus nme fed frost Hast ot ae aset 
8a o fASe Ahr vast unis asst! ws fAu sforA use 
Jos UT ANSE adtlIg soa AoE et STE J: 


MTAT HIS I Mmat tet fed Hf Are I 
mimes mBer ArT oT II 


A Ad wre of st fA@er adt st ue wet atl | As fed 
nse dre dt ds ‘sare 

fags HS at Avg feo wre go fa mat de wees oat dy 
at t vans aeet J ni Ga feo afse vo fa da At AS 
2A fea 3, Gu Sa oa vs faCfa Gamat Tes St 
‘fodara’ fA a aet nag odt | fame act nara adt Ga 
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# odt Wt Hae, Ae Sot vig ow vane A ad dT 
Qu du fan t <n feo at odt ¢ nae) fen age de 
cet fens eet WH odt! fAgt 3 da at o odt thmr ae 
da ot § wmus fuse fea oct erteor Gs fags shy te 
Hde t dag fea ue ge gal gewat fed nmi os i 
Curadat BS gil fae: 


feg Adts ufenr ot user fefs TEA TAS ust 
MISS Aret HHS HIST HOHfY US Tet II 
Asad Afe Wet Ay Ufenr AST AS fleet 21 usr 311 


Afsdg o Ast yse vig aes I 

fefs Gf faag ufefs Hy ears il 

ufa xfs aHfs fefe fefs urefa 
aH vfs det wefenr | 4 Uar 115 I 


ust feao Hae © fefs, nA weft II 
ufa ufe aHfo fas, fan 3 afer i 
mtuss uf fats, aate datfemr i 
AH oH fos fos, Hone df 
HOHE BE ITH, fom o ATEN Il 
ad adts HSH, wAH 3 atfent || 

Fe fee ufo on Atos Seat I 
adAts sufs Hen, fof urent 111 (iat 143} 


fee fas aus J Hee ode ous aet SF ore ai de a 
da Hoe HHeT odtl fed fea fas get d: wmr te fend 
ufs Wel fea ga da fASe Abt Hes WHE Gwe I va 
da 84 t dag, Ufss w 84 Su ae vag od, feu Ue tt 
as TI 


ASa He Si Atefenr os USS wor wes yas ll 
aad abt Ala Pett AAS Ys SUT I 1M (UST 523} 


fisa fed ater foo da 6 we a ats, He fom 3t fet 
fea JS far; J ota | Ja os Se Te MIA Ho Te HSU 3 
waht ome dt (ates mae) are fest 11 


H3 51 Alefenr afte ofr uefenr ate dail 
HoH Use Shot soak AY Ata 2i (dat 523} 


Jd ated | fHH Hod 3 AS Hal fed (sto a) Aten (AST 
Sud) USHTSH 6 We dhmr, 3 Has 2 st us @ fimrs fea 
fea, GH & fea nde Hiza-gu unites whe (HATS- mics fea 
TS) TT Bet T 121 


aod fanfs efenre ssTe gan fHS Il 
fants gore wrt ufe ufe aHfo fas 21 (iat 523} 


fa@ Hus Afo o Set Th 11 at 104511 


feat uarshat fea J og da AHE 3 Hes TH aw ag AH ae 
gelfrus wee ot Sera adt ase Gu te nee he as 
feR fieat fea fase Aha) Ae dt wer <A as Us aS 
frost uitte as ots st oet et ae ‘eo ue afer fom o 
mite | 


u@st 1 dtefenr ug ute & ueste I 
so feg HAY, fofs AHSTEM II 
“Afs 3 ud fimrg da wey | 


wirfy ate fumrg ifs SArehi I 
HIS 3 UT fesy, adit ure II 
ae ugaret ofS Afe AHEM 201 (iat 147} 


dfe <3 ofa on 3 SAS wat sar fom we | 

Hone & fefs AH J Sot Ts TSW US 4501 
MAY ‘nid? at Hee ATot ct fenrfiimr Stee niger ASH 
AHS for fen age dt feg Ae saat vat dfemr 1 ‘ge’ 
a Hee wid 3 St feR Uast t fles vit fon w Heme 
nt sfeus fas’ age at? faSfa ga Hou Hs SF sae IS 
AUT Bato sT BT a Sat AB UA S a ators ado Tt as 
ade JS 3 38 TS Ba fEH Vag fee GH Te JS! Teaat 
fea AS 22 USH DT Ae TSI 


aonfy He Het ugere afo Hone Af Hef II 
Bed HE 3 wrdinis fa de a AEfe Mf 21 
(ust 643} 


Afsdg & ASHE USHY ays Ja, UT Ho emule Hone AHe 
Hee WIS IS! Tawa! nf Hou Afsag & Hee fed sto Jo 
Hie Js, Saat He Te od nmiter 12 | 


Adisa So 3 3t fen wet 6 fue ws SF fen AAG 6 Es a 
US Te JS! 

fs Farcte thee at short 

fadas fea ta AAMT 1 goes I 

aet ASH AS fats afer i 

aet ASH aes fats uf | 

aet Aen ATE ate Curent 

ay seats Afs syn | 2 

Aonfa sfeS ASH usufs | 

afte Het 3a afte fe dans 
fsurta HS Bo MSHS II 

Mes Hats PITT UPS I3 Il UST 9401 








us es afent Hurst il 
ufs fs AHfs AEE 3 Stes Il m He! 36 ast es amr] fea Hse HoH ffemr J 3 Fs Ud 
nists ufenr Ao Tare TE WE asa YASH So fhas ct athA agi fat use 


K. T. F. of N. A. Inc. 3524 Rocky Ridge Way, El Dorado Hills, CA. 95762 26 


The Sikh Bulletin 


wy face sfenr, aes fee fas famr 3 84 Se ai fee ue 
wWHet Je Hou Efenr ost ge fas adh ntust AGH AeTGET? 
fase fea YHTSH S TAR Ue Te 
HO Sa 6 USA HS HoT Il 
afte fangs 33 ce afer wii sto var 121 


Afsad & AON, azo fHetfenr II 
mods TS, fT He afer | 
HOAT MAT AEfe Aare Il 
aenfe Afs fadste uct 
3 me Ae, wet Ae Il 
Bea, SS SIeTT Il 201 (st 940} 


mAe@ fed Hout He BU HOH de dt Ges J ae Ga fame 
ys as Set godt St CA S Aofimr do AHS! fasta 
Ga ts wes feu sfmr AGS Ahr AHS Hee ade TI 
fA S ct usr 940 Sémit das fee “Ales Hofs esa 
udeTS Il” fara FI 


wat A ast fea ad fa exe AU, HS a fan A de yet Sd 
an afiom 3 Qa yas S fim feo de st 3 dt aeost nw 
= CB! geds 2 far et foun § mat nrust uo weet ct 
AUST Ada USH odt ag AAT | 





ad sea Atos fea nese Hoy tt wss ws Bet, Hoy So 
fe won fea dt dar gee oet feo Ae Buse ae TS! 
mmust nist dar gat GES st aw ut feag ass ct Bs Ha 
wet o) mat nrue nin dar sea odt wt ss 
ame ut feat & feag WS es es wo for TI 


tems Ag Afe 3, Aes AfY =F I 
ad ffs va ured fad, su ae 5 Bd ES II 
Aga! Ad deat Afs HASSETT I 
Sod Us Aoaet fas AT ots fimrg 4i fH4:5, var 50} 
ag ue ot oA, aaude fiw fae Ser) aducsl 
www.singhsabhacanada.com 
ok ok ok ok ok 


basen (510) 432-5827 
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WH 2008 Ho & wasad Hdd few faa AS fry was, “Hee 
ag’ ag qa Afow Ht St 300 Aer Beet Sood Ahad 
Won Hot for dc Ga Aueet, wast canst, Soe AU, 
queet fir visa ws Cat 2 fleda gust F mast wees 
sus At age Afus fee fH e fedu fot Ans wore HoT a 
we ag de Aue te sores ost cA de Ft Poreet 
ot are afest om dat Sa sfonr ior 3, w ag Ta Afag t 
aaad YoH ova fa ag ot reat ag ad vs GE fie dy 
dt Sudt ford Fez usta sean Sss0 A ads feet 
Fees ue firey uses frat 3 act ws wet Hus fos aaa 
adeteur At & gt ase ad Id JS! 


SdsA CH ws feent fefSaHare FEA as 3% AHS Jo fax 
ag ofee fru tt S orut Ast As Me F ufos 1708 
anet & act Hers fee fea mers aaa far- 

Ade 
ae wet wae Tg, Tg qa Atos At 6 HA for a Ha TT 
aU & Het Bel AS soe ed ag fes! ug Ue at Pangs us 
ms fosHiot & ot Jo anadt Tens feat sat & first fee 
was fis GA 2S yah Jans fit fedat de asa Gai § 
Frarst Sfmt fa afret flo mS wont Shot ashat ot frat & 
we Fe Te st Teenrfont ot AS Hae Cort ns nest 
fooHs frat & da or wetieot fed ct wrist canst er 
Teint ACE Tent 8 Set canst at Ayers odt Ae vee 
Hat aes fire yraar- fone oe-uresrr tre Afr Hh 


fed Hota denis fru wt aA rier) Hote S HSOTSA AS 
UdH MA ct ust AST Adee mis Aaitat St ot Beet] TE 
HIS ws Bde JT THe Te wes aet sgt & agnats, 
HouTeret, uot & fect fers ugst unt aot age wet var 
feS wis uruet aus fefenr & use UBS wet wis nfea fra 
ua & and aoe wet ether de age Ss ume fact aet 
dre Ft fr we frat SS St unter feet ws ag ga & Ada, 
afi ws ona car oe urea west wa use sae 
Guena wast cAH Ge Ad! ag ag diye fru tt fA 
“Jon fa AS free a gon 3 ag Wiss da” Shai Oehat 
exci Tet frace weet eet zane, fod 
Aas, TS SSH Ss SSAA orfea AG AS Tt CAH das 
ag de & ages yan asa ag F MST wea unt & oat 
gee d& fite dy fee vf Ge df guess Tye a 
wd Jsl 

3e-Jda GH MS UGH T omus Te wes fect feos Te TI 
fee dt fru cu oF wus qe-ag qa vfes ws fect fers 
fu sfss Hore’ do ud we ost Fae, canst nis 
AS ot qa a soe fest T ms ot Tt Houre| 300 AS TT 
Tow afye SS Bat w fase ey fs Ba a Tate 
Te” ud aad Yo witst CAH ew ade S JaHoH SA 
qe fed A Se Js fas? S3dH Hs oe Ges urs Tas 
aes Ft webt ws Gosect wdst vAH Ga v fs weit 
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wrt fas’? ufys Aas eo SH nfs dt age gs faS? fea 3a ° 
soon tag qe ws te est ss A west vAH Ga ws 

Ayes scent eet use Jol Age, yout, ufo, Tet, 

Bast ws eafyer unfee feo fers ms Boe Hoss USN es ‘ 
dt ag wat fee Horet a Id Jo fas? Hee Tg 6 coud Ht 
3g TSH MS OS IHS VS MS ST Bet a, AHadt ws Yet 
Te x UA ag Id Js fas? 300 AS Ag & oS ug Yost uA 
& ad dd Jol dg fros mst aguaist F Jaw gd fa “agy 
usH us A tafe Sf ay werst Be” Eu fea ad ad Jol 
fed 300 FAS ag & ow fas Je? 


300 WS Ig & ow alse TS HIM Sat § AT ASS 
© ot sh ag da Atos At So ag Hoe TA CAH aS 
at? 


odt mS ot St wat Tut sar Soa oH tt Hos HT . 

mrt fae"? 
e «6H ga fed 3S ag Ot Ade SF fea AS So Us 

zofss 3 us Hote? @ fosn ag mans oe rt tt 

Hdtet a frag sa fas adi? ‘ 
© HCH Tea ws SoM fis oot os Hugs 

2 USA AHS tt fon weat ws dfos Hoe TT 

faad fen fa fae act +? ‘ 
e at ag dfee fru mt wot agut SF gag As? at Sot 

nner Sum te wentiot Ht? Todt st at SF wet 

oot Ht at ag de wfe Se BS act sant? 7 Ca é 

we fust Tg 3a aes At ct wet Vs" Hae Ao Si 

ntuet fas odt? 


e Af dross waved sha fsa 
aldse ms ae ada ferS! af A gua Aas fed 
oot ust wT Hat Ca wet fas Tet? é 
e fat aafus eat tefont § ag ga woe set wes 
adt for Cat & Grafs & use vist em da Re 
fae aS ae Ts? 
e on we Ras S dt Stee tse SS ag Sat woes HS 
fast orfea Stee 3 uN aga us wv eg Hae fer e 
dra fa feast Ata ore feertine fame 5? 
e at 300 Fe ag to aloe SS fA St Hae St At 
# ag de Aiea Ht @ sees age Aios, Het ° 
Zane ufast ga, fsdat & aaeurd wefeo meat F 
ad cet 3 va a og dae Atos At ct nes ws ; 
ABard FIs Adod? 
¢ 300 FS ag tow ud Ast ust frog tow fed ag - 
eae fae? 
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ada ayo ag a dfsa ug wn usidlas dai, 
Suct ms asst feefSat ow oo aT Ft afsa $ 
fa sefeur a fro 5? 

ag ade foen J us oa GAS ons foer geteur 
wT far ows weed aH urfea Ft TS onthe 
o Tt fas fes 7 IT Jo? 

300 AS dg & oe afve as de af TT aoa oH 
Be fia A orcfea 3g 3 ues TE Jo ws Sadie 
er Heo At Id Jo ud Tg ood } adt 3S fe 
FMfAa Hee ada nus oes gar a fry ay F faest 
ade fed HES Aad? 

at 300 Ae Ig & oe afye TS ngst F UH 
mMAMS ws Ose Hoare fes sag & uta 
ted? we mast A vows Atos fer ates ws 
wis Hed ct Ae ad HAE 

at 300 AS ag & ow afye es coadt Tn, 
sded ms Ayes wT ufos ss x Stoor dt ag = 
ae de ao dt aged ms save fedu Yew WE 
Ted? 

300 HS Ig & oe ud fhe sos Howe’ Ag wat 
Ayes! Hee T fer ag tae dew ta fas? 
300 WS ag fos afve oS tned fe gg Ss wer 
te wor At fe Sa Sy canet ms Ayers wor a 
frat & trasthat age atst Ht? 

fu au wos ag de, ds ct dat de yetes fry 
sfos Hoe ws fRu fea sat Ss farst aH 
TINE T usa “ooaAd ass” J at 300 AS 
Td € oe afse as EHS Hos fee Js? A odt st 
Tg & owe fae? 

300 AS Tg et oe afse SS TT wat F Toaet 
ast W adt ae, A Aeset ws fifsone agemi 
oe Hat dt oS Gear a geet dH fod F 
Ae ced? 

at ddemrtont fee corn fed ust a dot “on oer 
Hd Ad wes HT aA TUS SSAA gua ag 
Fat udt AAS wrfea Tes ae Fe alst Weatt 
ms MAS! UE yetes fAy clos Hore Sst TogA 
ot ust aeatt? 

at ag de Atos ate ust chit feasdhot ge ase 
Teed feos yes chat osha gorse Aeathat es 
ag qa fsa & ods eure Se ats ear? 

at ag de rive it fio mus Ser et us awd 3 
aTee Fe AS Wed? 

als wed? 
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e ots us fes ust 6 guaT a Ho ct ngeTH aot 


ge ast wea? 

e «oat fa AY am, dese at ue fea din de t TSH 
frots wg ats Wear? 

e at ag wat t aS te Ye ada Hast Afon feud 
ZS US Ag als Wed? 


e at Age ag 6 3s 6s wae I? A odt st Aad 
=H OHd fees Sng astna fas’? 

e at 300 Ae ASE S Poe ge alt Wear? at 
nas sus ST we ast Wea fa oa SF ae act 
fu ag da 2 frost > sudt at Howe UT 
BUT ST odt VHS IAS StI Taenrtient fea sada 
ats wedi 

e at fa qa, fa ue, a fers we fta faro a 
fhots dts ag ust fee og ats wear? fasta 
“for wet fea ag fea Fafe dts” (ag da) 

e atm An fee ag wet ot Hoos fa ast Feat 
wis AAS uso eAS fea fers oS we a ws aT 
wot & Fa wat fed udst Wea? 


feR Aaa fea as fimodt tea need os Ue ct fate 
oAst fry Afos u. cane fAw wer MSs AUSAHS wes 3 
Cus als ws dist voor og, sos dt new Ga di feA 
Suss oe oH feu waast wredtl fire wm avert uze 


UO aaa fra aH & ont uetur a ag de Atos At aw 3a 
Td JSl AH TH Fest offi wis 88s oss Snot feu gact 
wt adt a1 feo Wo ay & Ane asa, wile oot ms Sfmt Fe 
To Tmt Hot Id Jol mts 3 tS Ja AS mranet S fAe ATH, 
mast Afra Afi Ss nue foes ae anim Te 
aT Fadl omy Towel us fess ws oH ad fed TTS 
fer vfs fea aet odt u Her fa ag da rfos Ate woes 
far do Ht ost dao yon ats wt Aa JI fEA tT oe tt 
wn AS Hast, oat ms feast 6 ag de Ava Ate 300 
Wer Tas det Haat St By Sy earet TSI 


oh ok ok 


MEST E e 7 (510-432-5827) 


WIS Tg soa Mio Ate mguret firs St ulan ad ot fas" feere 
te geo? we fa foe, act, not, sre, uAret, wget ws 
HABHTS wifes et Utara ars MT dt) wT ST as AHt ufos far 
fefemrsedt & a ifysardt od F Ht andl ss vee a ad EH 
fra our at fms 3 On d wees fea an von as fem fe AS 
flu det os Ft wuss fae adt fea famr? st meres 3 Het 
ant & art mt ufss uf fe firs St utara Sat ae fe fre Fe 
3? ua fast Han ot ae we dost ct ores 3 fe Bet ant fea 
Fad faus Sa det wes odf & Hoth Fa Aas ah fae fhe ca S 
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irr Je S 500 We SF St as AH Gua J fam Te ms AHet 
anet & SF 90 Ae Te fes wet F T Te Te Ca fra SH Yio ot 
@ Ha? we fan aH uA vd a AS SF eu Bene Aifeefer 
Ave ow saud de “ag da Atos” Hpe de, fan fest set 
Tg sast, ms Ae Tae ct Tg waHs Atos At S ry HIS 
fre Fored ae TIEH Ft ST yruet neat fes fueet Je, CA 
wet + Sat fre oH ulster de fee fhe Rat T? us ge fanHst 
v fa wn & fe og de wfos tt os do dal, Ast ws AT 
afont 3 fore fener ade oat filme od st dt ora fae ot usm 
wd sues fea fmm fer oI Wea HHS ant CS Ft saree 
ws ueet Ae SS Sato aa T Far g, a us eu wa wes 
aus dua é tua dao antia fag das press 
a) st dunt sa “fea anal” canst ws mest Wot Ayers F 
adel cet fra ot Yow F “ag de Atos A” fea ft Tet 
ae unt Hit Sst TI 












































“Huet ahdt & Ast As fora a “AS Atstes Hees” et Ae > 
Wgs ada, Hise & werg SF AHet aHSt wile Uw dd fa Fast 
arent fro fefemraebat & ou & & ag ooo & frais ot user 
asat adet F st fe fimrs, Afar, TSH, THeset ws Tou os 
fry soest o yess ats wt Hal fru nae wert o ude tt 
oor get odie 3 fe tS fefenraet fet past ert fea urs 
ae ar HA az Teme HS fs fin wes as fest af dat 
Fal fre Aae-aeA Tt st MA fetes go fre “fret” fret Aret 
ome Feu Ss eu fue SS wed st St st fry weod ws ag 
Soa ot fiat a fener dear 























fra & yiaer as ag da Afva ws ds dofty feesat t fears 
Hoe aA-fhe AAAs o Hee cd fAA Se mae fAA, GueH B= Ga, 
vo, aafhy, fru agHodt ms Afase mrfea Jol Tg aaa 
not,” fan 3} Aa soa w fry oH OWS ast T us A TT 
qe rive at S rue osu de foe & wes cH Afsast } Fa gu 
wee 3 Gz fire 31 aa Afsare or Ft fits erst A sea Cts afs 
oH ftore......1 FS soa uf Aa BA Taffy at A omy AL 
Medd SH AUS || (St 305) ory fs Ae Id ude Te fae neg 
o We ail ad Sa HET HSd, A fae ASHY TEI(mMSe) ume 
Tas wess t Ue 137 3 da fae Jo-fita Cu cd fan S AGS 
ag & fears nigra fifter fret o “fret, fatter, ao Aefon 
(“TAT H: A) 





























TSH TIA A-noAT ag F hor & a va Tet w gat tt 
fia J-Afs Ase wa OSH, SH we feHOsS fear Tofhy & 
Toy AE! (F.T.) ms TI eH Jo fa tor Tafa ag J fast 
add 3 orn odt suet fas ustys vias ust S feat far de nse 
3 odt see Aa ues ususd 3 fut Ts, Yds ust as 
ufs dt Hoare TI, 3m mafia we ae Ae aus, o Afor ASS 
3, wearer mits 3 (3.0. afes) 




















ag da fers an (37.930 fiw Aoft)-fru Age AAfas & faa 
Hee w sess gu d fA wo mee oA fAftmr te Ga de, F 
fitter gfoe ad, Afrse! Uaet Afeoreg fea fru CAS far 
ae dq Ig ood Aloe ws do ag Afosts & fifo wee 
Quen wend nus Aes ests ad! fra ow Agu ms ws fad 
fas dé? feat det ad ag soa Atos & Coo mftordt ag 
Aisi ot met fee ft Aas flee gol fea wa Gat 3 wry 
aaron 3 aC Tg UE yUS aes F ufsst Ga wm ag sea 
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Afoa © fia Ao fae fa ag wHIeH At Sone Jo-A fa FET 
youd set A ad a owe fete wre ore TS FS oe feels 
det weI(601-H: 3) Ra TI aA He F TS TT Hoa & TaH- 
Quen Jol Tg & we (TaH-Guen) fea soe oer St fy F Haet 
dl ag THEA At ct wet fea fru & Agu we fes-aGH BS 
fenag o@ ss uret Tet T1 TGS at arg feu ny SuHe Yo-T 
Afsad a ff fhe vere AW gaa Cfo afaon fimreiGen ad gaa 
ussst feHos ad wfysrfs oe Suet ag ofe ofs AY AU AS 
fasfed us dy of Weifed vs feen qomet Wei sfofenr 
Cofeer soon fierce a ATA froth fire ve ofe dfs A 
aofhy ag His sre fA S ceases Te Ho AM fsR Tefhy TT 
Quen AES II Ae ose Of Tét fsa aTefre af A vefy Ad meats 
BH Aue! (et 305) AUR|e J fa fay SF w]e J Cu Ae 
ferast 4 “ag de rfos At” & JaH-Guen mend Ales acts 
ad| Td JaH- Quen ag da wfoe ot ot wet dt 3 sr.ase fiw 
Hatt do faut us fa “another ualrstor me rater weHase? 
& He ane Ue a “te arena wae, 1925 me feet fret 
TICMT WAS 1I71” F UH TE AS be HP UIFH’, HI AS TT 
3 Fat SI" SIPTS AT FET lea"! ua ag da mitre Rae tHe 
Hay” ar at iharct Ree aah earn & fara G1” ug Act 1925: cu 
TeTST 















































“Sikh means a person who professes the Sikh religion or, in the 
case of a deceased person, who professed the Sikh religion or 
was known to be a Sikh during his lifetime. If any question 
arises as to whether any living person is or is not a Sikh, he 
shall be deemed respectively to be or not to be a Sikh according 
as he makes or refuses to make in such manner as the I[12] 
Provincial Government may prescribe the following 
declaration.” 


I solemnly affirm that I believe in the Guru Granth Sahib, that I 
believe in the Ten Gurus, and that I have no other religion.” 


Sc 2S fiat ae fru a Ulam t Ho fF we AS Jo-ufssr 
ag da Atfeg, ew ot agen at dt gear mS she fite ofis 
Haare us fie wet ufss ws Hed “ag da fsa” Sta A fe 
a olaw ae act 4 fae age Ay ‘ ‘ag qa mize a 
fersos 3 dt unas tat odtet o1 fA SF wos A a atst fame 
fre Adt odt T Hoe fie aus yeorer fe fie A ule ag 
de wfya te ont mores dt det odiet 31 eget fie afys 
pauret fra fisfime 3 fe “a RHadt at Yor RIX Was UT, CA 
TT WNWTIS (At IG Sar es HT Ba AAT H¥e Frey Ws 
3a) Hag Fa Wis ws eH Ag Whee of Vet F Hitt us 
aHAH ate wits OF Bra see F mF Pat Ta wa F& aa 
oe, Oz fre ar ax nfra Wee oe BG! “ag da Afea At” 
fee ont agi at wet adt Aa 6 Tent (ag Soa SF TT wars 
z Ht ws 3 Se ag 3a soes at ch 15 3ast, 11 Fat ws 3 
Sf ot argh ge 31 fee (Be sfus Hue" fed) saat, Fat 
ms dette § fa gs fes feor? fea fhoe “ag ge wise A” 


at fatter & use ade 3 Hae fee oi da Ht fete “ag da 
fue at” feo AS oS ot fanart At Us fpsorst fier ms A St et 
set ag de Aes At Ss ude Sd Sue ws orue’ les Tg da 
Afoa At & Cuent wong ws age d Gu stag & fhe dF 
wt ag & A Ie os Ho a vost st At volt fea TT & fry 
we Hoe Jo me fy au ow fers ofea ofthe c Aaet TI nia 
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AS Hyeet Ae + Gus Gos ct as d st fa mnt fens Afoct 
je ae 5= = ANS fene fea firdt A Host ufsa fuss Hale! feag 
St fis te dt Bs o fa A ont free UA aordt vifsardt S at 
fry Hots 3t feg rut ot mere fact a of wed A “ag de 
Atos AY” wore fits Hote st fiat ot faest <u viet oF fhe 
Hdloo, Jas iS TH Ta Bel Hg JI fet Swe Ue de TH 
ms “ag da Atos A” S wus ag to & fy cay wes age 
oer fit dt 31 Gx $ SH fag, HASH, ferret ws HAST orfea 
dd a8 odt afa Hae! Tan ot Sue afm § FA seas odt ast 
mw Hadt faGia Go st Tat dt ae Jo-agig ulfs ea fhe ale 
ws efar ATE ae we aA afs ae wofs Hate (ag Ta) 
(Yds PHe o Aue TS asians Sues 6 fru ada at get Tg) 
fra T ones (aH) ola TS We Js of fa Ges Todt fea! a FA 
aodt fey dat J st AS S HOS Sst dw TI fed Fost agian fa 
fre & uot wet Aa “ag da foe At” J dt we faSta-vs 
frus aS Jan J ag Hes Ta (Ges te 28 ag afse fru 
at a JaH) 






































A fia & ular det odtet o fa a fu ag ooa Afos Ate 
gore fscHe Ue Orfeo fret nas fea soe foaHe Ue verfenr— 
(3.0.) fosHe Ue xe fra da & woul oa “ag de Afee 
A” @S use fenen See Sur “ag de fee A” S ot orss 
ag fe & ae Guent wore wre es ais ae 3 ws Te 
fort coord utst TT ws FSS aHatst 3 wo fereA sdf 
gue Bu fru di cag a os we Hugs 8 a ag de Afos Ht 
o omuet fene Ho a vee wer uifsadt fu d1 de-TgT aaa, 
ag dfwe fru ws wot ag fea dt gu gal Sats ag soa St 
oee foo te a yes ms ferers ct ots fms To det Sug 
te odt verfeer ot fsone te (fits Ge) & dt wer de & oF 
fest A ffu us mfys ad aseret w Sas o fa-A ffu Aer 
gout wet fa ag & ove feta vrei wrué ave FS TSH fees 
det ure] (601/H:3) ws “fAR Ae fafa og SH AG wre TA 
mys ad udt AG ess te su vsTet efeer feg ew adh 
AGI” (S98/H1) SSE us Fa T oe uifys ofai....ofysure 
agg AO Afar (ag de) ag & mae fifo Sor we fe S mse 
Jo oer, frases, frftmrset, Hfage wis Hes! frat wo og 
“ag de Afse” ds ag Fda 3 owe oe fre S1 
ag de wos rt ws tae feewat SF fret Ao ws fomra ysTar 
“fra” ag wnt feos-F a nas usu, ag da-te 3 feat 
fon = aefus tel-tes, usst uls-sals, Ayers Sderg As- 
aft, coud Tut ws Sot & Stan, Hshat-vAet, set uid, 
yas, ae ua, was & ae me fu hot mers Ase, nirfea 
eae aH, uffr-trfemit, Age, Usat, vd HS feat ct fers 
adi tse, can meat fet fue wet aie 3 at fe Aew ver 
fae ws aS T US ATES, UGH ot fags-feas ase", Ss Fa", 
OH AUR, ny Treat use-fesde-Ode ms Tsaet wT ys 
age df gw-es ws AS-us w& fr age WA wo 
fenen 3 Has dT Heo BAG ager dha ANS HSUST oe fimrg 
ade od Ba “fire” TI 

































































pale 




















ok ok 2k 2k 2k 
wat “AHS as afimi/paiyAsi/Ssat & 
Sot et USAT! 


ey set fea feo ‘og 24 Ue ge 3 dg rent fea feost 
feg 24,000 FEA Be T1 EA H sgt wet ‘Hens cnt 
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det mAecucm Je 3 Jag mAeudt fes 1,000 nus Js!l A 
set fea fes fea erg ‘HUHAl ugs a sos ATT fes ‘vg 
BE ASH HES J Are Jol wre AfSoH At ete Tg! AfSOH 
etd ag dt dod ow a whet wrue au sorteor/eutent 3 
ag ntuet uta sos sediist ow ag a funae ye! ot 
fan ufenr fa ae at wet & AS wet ufent a net at 
ade | at wat & 22 vie 3 30 fie Ae awe TAS Vs AT BO 
Yee SHS At act feS dt ue Se set at fea fay feos t 
Cue stadt niet A SAY Sfamr o1 


THEM cane a, famrat qague faw mt dat Ft on BS, 
ff, gas Het Aet ee 1969 fea at AT @ Ua 34 3 EE 
faftimr dfeor oI 


Hunt Atos @ 24 vas wig Jo, det ufen t 24 oA 
Ja AMTA HES de Js! 


Ae: Je WS AH feost t AMA St AES T Te! Tot wat 
ugs tt es Ha at? at wat ct aret Horn ASS adh ast? 


wer at fhe Ue vin fEA AS fim feeret fet Ti set 
fess ct dear frost ae ae A ag Ge Atos wt us AY 
feos & age’ dear! wg-foest fay si ots agen Ho TT 
us & a dt uA dsl fEA aH S Tt UGH & OH AHS a BT 
niuet AgHtfent Beet aT gd Jal fEH ae feues, 23 fest 
wet 3 wasae Wot dt as Ue dS aet 31 AS, AUS YH 
fesest & da a ys ast) Fest wT Us ofenr, Aas S Ud 
eft sant fea ufimr 3 mnie § Got wt adtsa 3 nafha 
HAS <t ats ae fe feo wen fA Adtea FU, HS 3 YH 
farnrat SAS adi one 3 or dt ag we fee det Adtaa 3a 3 
AUO,AS 3 oH famrat dur digg soe He oc: 

AG Aft CAH As HIS I ATG a Afet HoT USTs I ATG Afar 
fan faG odt Se | Waa vfs os star ug i (usr 271} 


A ad As/AU ow fah ow act ea odt st nin 2 AOA 
Héoadat aes nmue ae fas’ due Ja? nad AU wT Ad ads 
BS Hoy Vt Us fan Bae JAS 2B odt wer st feat ATG S 
Sfmt 3 Wad 3 Hfsnt oe yesaTs AE AGT IT? 


AUG ot AST So Ss Sst | AUG ot AST HS Ss yet | AT ot 
Ax AU afs ret || aaa AO us se 5 eet ISTH Cio 
272} 

wet Hse st ATG 3 usar fes det ega ad feg Bat 
chor wert asus eas feat Hat & sft 3 dat das 3 
Het-Hst chor det ge da urrrat fea ugh Heh atin 
goal fea fx"? 


goHfamrat aS caf HIAT || Sea YoHfamrat vrfu ushAT 
6 ll (tet 273} 
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Tg MAS USAT YH famrat & Bee fas a nets 3 fedt 
tere vo fa set F fas see fea ct or odt fa aet AT, 
HS, You fomrat get d1 gon famrat st niu dt ushA S| 
gon w famre gue wer dt gon femrat nueGe ow da 
add a fa act feves 3 de fos Ter Base AT 
goHfamrat at afer a Ate wong i yoHfemnst Ade at 
Sag | yoHfamrat at ffs aBe mes i gonfamrat at 
ats qoufannst aS ll qoufamrst ar wig 3 ug ll oTox 
qonfamret a HET SHAS 7 (tet 273} 

gon fimret S use SHS St gon frst ot as 31 vin 
sa aet wdtaordt wa at As < Ade a Stag’ adt dfeur 
free USHTSHT F1 





aeandte <t feat F ule adh) feet & Tea ( Aanat 
Afsa- ssand ct ufsore™ nignts) tT ua 14 3 fee 
faftimr dfenr dc: 
a Fos we ves wow Aferfed SHI 
Hes ads sno We faS 5 sn AI 

fHos ae fens dt adt age Se Sat 6 fae ust diem fa 
am a ust wae mt ro Sn 3 wer 3? swand® feo 
fou os fa 35 & frees aes BS 12 DAS ASA uae ge 
Ja 3 sda fess oS view gS ATH ude Je Jal AS 
3S 30 TAT ASH uss de dol fea SAT AG 3O JI Ae 
fa He 2% Het ot ast ubt dat gd doe 3 saa feca Zt 
Horasse | fear atest or afm S fad ust oe fasta feat 
Sst en 2 & ct ast wees Get asi fen ais oT 
yod feat t As F S38 HotusH etme few TS es Ss ats! 


me ge uma mass fe sst wete| svacat 3 fos 
festa 5S AXES Bat aw ders ade 3 ust dir fa vd 
Hou fea fie fee 16-20 HEH Bet J nest few FH 
Usae 3H de ave d Hae 3 fa fea & HSM frre we 
me del dd ye 3 Snes @ ASH OF foest feu at esa 
de d| Heat ct forest fen ae 3 Ft fassg aget o fa sHt 
at ade di nit cH ade BS, AGS Ads SS, FHS-doe 
ae fea fie feo femme’ FEA BT IS! TSH Heal fee 
afoe FS 63 Heat fea shoe Sent & yorasse fanret 
AeA ®t vol fen aga feu ueag at As aw Hae fa 
Jd act 24,000 HEH St Sed) aa A Aas u| F We fea 
fie feg 16 HEA Ho Bete St St fea feast feu set aS 
3X udd AS Tt (16x60x24=23040)!| ag faest 3 


ninsaMedn age aft yea aga Date st ASAT Ut 
fasst Se dt 25930 3 vet wet UT (Aas fed Ho fer We 
fo mHY fea fe ‘18 AEA BE ot)! feRe weTe st ag 
fea Ho & fr we & AeA ct fast dF faest 24,000 g, 
fae AU/ASt Hoe Jo, st St fea ae nod dtd fasta 
fan a res fea set ‘Aunal’ t nius 24,000 sdf wad! 


fsa ost 3 udd Ti 

a@st wuHat He 5 Il ASX ll =8 
2S Afsas = oyAfeE sl =4 
mife dee sHd =4 
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parfe age syd il 
Afsage = BHT 
HL ddeee BHT 


=4 
=3 
=5 
= 28 


ll 
1 = wMAeudt 
as As 
Cuas Uasint fes as 28 vfuT Js! 
fen sgt Arst Henet et ret fee 12871 nites gee Ve. 
fen fe (11) ver fest are, A dee fe adt nredini 3 
frat et fest 2208 sect 3, st wot A deer T (12871- 
2268= 10603) GA tt faest 10603 yact TIA fe fed 
for(i) o Ft ger tee, A awe fea odt yrSe, frat 
a faast 240 3 st wot A Cage ate aie Oo CA ct fest 
10363 Fedt TF | 


ug aft yaaa AYyHat ft AG vrugt ct forest 24000 7 
SIA/FS :24000- 10363 = 13637 A Ad AW adacd eas 
feas ct fae we we, fat urfe fea ning oa ve a we 
ng He ae West, aot, faodt 3 tet) st aw fast 
40929 vact Jian ad fesarost ust ai foe A wet we Zi 
53343 nid Fed JS! 





ge wHt fea sae 3 fa feo ae fag vet? feo ae “ae 
fron ursadt eet © uot 92-94 3 esa Ji fAe aH So 
Howse SHS fedt wet fe fas ct aa AHBETT 3 ASS 
fAut S 1920-25 fea dt AS qeeettmi fed de ager fest 
Atl ug wares 3 fER fase that Amt aoe fae 
tint 3S nH Aost o HeTCeht we ddim) fen fase et 
2 Ades Afies fu Feist 3 fen fase wT usd doa 1998 
fes ats 3 oe Fost ast fa A fER fase (a) A ag us 
Aust | mAs ‘a fA fase fea fea gt aveat Ast adh! 
fen fase 6 Usted Ua ag ag uge 3 fed ust vier fa 
fen fea ons Hote St OT ot os oct AG MH feuds age 
chit qeshat Ft Aa dt Ss Ut gs 


ver 92-94: fATKfS way Fe ges | vel IAS HSA od TS! 
mA Cure ade ast 31 ASH Aes de fs HT 311378 
Honat ae wet Borst | ufs wes HS TS Ot vet GATS ned 
fea ug)! Guat vrfy At uf FTI 396 II 


raV/ASst 3 gH fara S F St oet ‘AHA TS uSS 
ast 3 fa fEAe 24,000 nus Jo, Yet 24,000 HETH Be ID, 
ASA HES ad feo Aa soos a Tt fA wet TS ag at 
3 AS fan WO/AS wT udUGA 6, AHS aH age J, HST 
afse 3 zofimr 31 Aa ae sea Aiea ofeenrs 2 Ufssi S 
aw & AHsVe us fa Fen S ust adt ude Fae, WaG us 
ae act Ht usu dar adt ge wie, eos due ae fan Hou 
sag Hou S var wes tt Yoo avel TinSu 3 var wear 
nme TI 

ag ue wt oA, 





adade fiu (fAGe =e) udues, ASsTI 
eee HK 
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U: BIHS fru g WS HS Tt OHat 
afes, 4 osaT 2008 

http://www.punj abinewsonline.com/home22.php 
Hl Og ase Adeus ms Afar wet fxr 
UMot utdr odt Saran, SH ntus ys a witudt ase SF fas a 
ere uel fea Hee Ht mare sus ive & ATG te AeteTg 
i: vane fu 3, Gar & aret cans ee WS Hes at fet 
unat o flgas ws tae tHe Je adi HUGH o@ Gs 
adfent Bar cfimr fa Ga Temet os Code Ta ast USS 
Afos fre Host S ANSE UT uss Ade Jo fa ulssd sea 
(fan & GAH daa St far we Sa filme 3) ot Ue yess fity 
cos Howe fs SIA Tel 6 eT aA Tat cH fan As At ag 
ae rfos at & eore oe Ae odt ure, fon wet fH S ag 
difSe feu ot ft gaat odt feo ar FEE, fen wet fire Rast S 
ode c fa Sa At og difwe fry Ate gan nons fhes Ht TT 
BARE! Car faw fa fas dwawrd, TT ot dasa Ss HF aT oT 
dS, 8a ANSE Js fa Aas fy fads At ag de Atfes At ct 
wel @ HHS us Hoe Ba ue 3 Gar a uds agst eg ad 
Sea Tat YUASA S ‘SHH Al Ig Ta Atow e 3g "Ss AES 
ads "S38 SETS! 





U: wane fru d faa fa Gor ee fest a aot read 6 Sa 
wus ag fed IS AHS Td Js, fEA Bet Bor (Y: Bae fru) 
ase UINT TASES BET caHS Jd saI Jae eget JSl 
Gor cfhor fa 23 waged o Cor & frases & efss Afos 
fia qaenrs fe atese vows At us safe F 25-30 
Zanele AASIOS Fa fFa feAn SA Td CH wre gHe nis 
Tews & HAST S onal fest fa Sa Fs Y: vans fru 
atdso AGH fan 4 wes fed odt de ted nis Aad fan sat 
Jd & for a ame fea Tdeura wa fest Weal U: TaHS 
fru & efron for Ga MY Sa Idem S yo S us BT wet ut 
od AS ws fEA UHot ot AUS AeST eS uTTS o feS WES 
det wafer yda o de asd uss wae ae ws Ha ct 
snag § aus Je Cor Jaen se as fest Car Stine fe 24 
Me 25 nosed & Fass ot fa de Aloe Wea clas z fa 
aden fa & fear Yorn Ft, fon wet gers aes aftos wet 
Gor ufsn & Afss ag fest we ufsA Hem witia 3S feo 
foofeus AHH JS us 25 mages S or ct Gas ast ° s 
TAH dae fer 3 Scafee SF Hf, frost canst S oHat & & 
SHS ATS St iS 26 mages § carrshar S wre wrest st. 
aed 5 Jus du ax y: vans fAw S oHoat fest fa F wruet 
freot & feo fae 3, asa Sa 3S as odt far Wear, fasta 
Had ufyer Hg fest BT Ba 3S Ade VS a 3d Sa "Ss ass 
dé Hg d Wed, fan oe SHoTEdl fed fews U Hae J us BA 
Gus 36 uss ANS Au fest AST 


fea theta J fe edtevare fed 2 of ga HH Ua aadons ’u = 
U: Atos & feH west 6 fae Afss cht At U: waHS fr S 2 
Aaedt & doreret & ufys US a ug ct afSar fear fan nia 
FUGAHS & efhur fa feR was MOA Bus Ht Jas Atos fer 
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SAseet & AeO ey 1 Sead S IS AS ANS sv THEM cans 
& dt eer goon fiw ther 3 ws suse & wae S wns ast 
fa Gu aS Ta au S aet SA Gaon te ST A ag Pos at 
wat SF THs ade Sor w os 33 pee fest A Ae! But was 
WOH At ag de Afoa S cAH Tae ct foe age eter fegu 
ags dt Aes Te puss TS At nares sus fos fe ASeTS 
fegu Aust oe foucet ote d| sus At ues AoE = He 
Rees famrat fears fru & fen + FA Aes Te muses Te 
far fat aA At ag afte fru At at wet 3 fas Was ager gd, 
Gr 6 faa a oes feu mene dt oie, wife fenrast feu 
a horace, fA sa A SA aS WHat T, Ba agat wet TI 

U: wane fru 3 fEA wag w Jer fee TS far fa Bars das 
iid wicine Baume bie a ctwracor ka masa 
fa Ga uHat te SS cans 2 St fenrast As os TH Hrs 
nue vidas SHS °S He Aes (arn) a Hog SF wer 
wet TU: TIA fw 3 far fe Sa At ag afre frw Ate TAH 
a Ia ve ST dt Tae, HHA Bar S wus yo w mad asa 
FH fas o erat us ud Aad Car w AT Bar & fan ysua 
Had ow aet cane cfr at feR wet CHeHt cane 3 wa Tt 
fia 3a 3 fates de 


u: Aor & feo a far fa Ga una ce Str } ual 
sae t sTe 7G, fea Fa Ht ag da After rt So ag Hoa 
Sdt B Had, od dag da mfva ® woud ag ae Ha, He 
same SF odt get Hata i fata rrdt au ara ust F feH wet At 
Wed OS SH sos fess HES od Ted, fA wet ott dw d fa 
WS Afsag & WONG Boo fens da EE ws Sr Se 
WHAT BI 


wzoret a dger fed Je Ag nae sus Atos Hy ASS 
famrat desde fru ae ae ast st Bar faa fa gHat aw ST 
Gor a aet Aaa adi, fEA Fact st U: wane fAw AS AT Hat 
Te TH UT was Sus Atos S TaN cfr d fa cA Gea Tt 
va wt fedu sy aet use o ast We ug U: Afoe fA S TH 
sus e Hy Rees Hie ase aet avseet agod | AE Bar S 
Ufeor fomr fx cAH dee t Ja feu Swe as gH a use sa 
AHH Ade A CAH dag t Ua fe FH I Jos nS JaHSH Wet 
ade TS SH Herne SH Ba Ta Caras aw free 
a, SA AH Bar } fas adt dae? a Bor faw fa we fedut, 
fedu ads St Jee 3 Ua feu we SS CAD Ua feu SH Fed 
cil 


sus At ues Afos & He Aeters famrat feos firey ares aes 
ud At ag ofr] fr at AS fust gs ms frost St feast WS 
fus & fedu uy d8ar, GAS saens odt AS Wea Ufenr 
fomr fx o: wise, At ag affe free At feda at Gor A oa 
ysos sue fegu 3 as od Hae Aa Car ow aH Ae & At 
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Js 3 Car fag fa rat Hoe o fa TAH Te wT uty vies At 
fea eres ag fa faost wet ag foe ot oT ms feast dt 
efhur for fo cad uA U: Afoe Jt geet ws fru refsoA 
Ss Jee 2 a fra ag dd Jo fa CAH Ga fees TT Test 
fasas odt mS At ag afte fh at ot gan foe ede 8a At 
ag dou roe rt F feos fort de § ag odt te noe are 
Gar $ wmrudt we ot fae at SS us SF PEA gar SS = far 
nue Hes Ss scr adr ot at GH wont t go ad U 
Wed? fEA wet fer Dar adt fa Ha Aes de t os aet 
ders Td sHt ast de To Bae TASS ad! EAS famrot 
feos fry 3 faa fa ze TAH dee ct wet F fear ufks ct 
fBorg odt T Hae 3 HT CAS fas Ss Hae I? Ufsnr fame 
fo Fmt feo adie fa cAH dee ot wet SF gate vfs fours 
dt TF Hat oT at ofA gu 's fea at afs aa fe FS Hag 
ae rive at wos vo fe@te free fer eae ge e ast wat 
& a uifys fours adt F Hae? at fomrdt feos fw Ht stor 
‘gor ae fe Fae ga ay: cone fru ct ears ade Ser Ar 
Fret Fre Ue Se oft So A rer fee Tr: vane fru dt fess 
ford 3 ae fa ufser AS aes ot age wre Jal Ufenr famr fx 
fan AY At og afee fr At S ofooret At ag dee Atos Ft S 
fest At, GH AA St UAH dee ot at Te dt odt At, fea SH 
TAH de S fan nos °S Tg ANUS ade UH fae aga TT 
Gor mead & Aurea BT oH ws Ss Ue & fhates age ct 
onett fest fa sos Ussarg rue wftars Us oS WIT A ee 
Fore Ue foo ol 
2k ok ok ok ok 

A Matrimonial inquiry from a reader of The Sikh Bulletin: 
WANTED A SUITABLE MATCH FOR A SABAT SURAT SIKH BOY 
BORN, BROUGHT UP, RAISED AND EDUCATED IN U.S.A AND 
WORKING INNEW YORK CITY IN-= A _ PRESTIGEOUS 
INTERNTIONAL COMPANY. AGE 35, NEVER MARRIED. GIRL 
MUST BE FROM A FAMILY WITH CORE SIKH VALUES. 
CONTACT: BY E-MAIL naamsimran@aol.com OR TELEPHONE, 


(860)871-2572 after 5:P.M.OR ON WEEKENDS. 
ok i 2K 


K. T. F. Income-Expense Statement 2008 
Donation received: 





Harjit Singh, Kent, Washington....................ccee 20.00 
Malkiat Singh Bains, Portland, Oregon.................. 100.00 
Kuljit Singh, Fresno, California................0...0:0c0ee 40.00 
Dr. Gurcharan Singh Kanwal, Coeburn, Virginia...10,000.00 
Shamsher Singh Puri, Lilburn. Georgia................... 50.00 
Autar Singh Sidhu, Windsor, Ontario, Canada........... 50.00 


Col. Avtar Singh, Scarborough, Ontario, Canada...... 101.00 














Hardev Singh Shergill, El Dorado Hills, Calif...... 12,000.00 
Total receipts during 2008..................:ccee eee 22,361.00 
Carry over from 2007........... cesses esses sees eee ees 1,604.29 
Total Funds.......... cece eee eee eee ee ee eeee es 23,965.29 
Donation to Sahibzada Jujhar Singh 

Gurmat Missionary College, Ropar.................. 10,000.00 
Donation to Punjab Hereitage and 

Education Foundation, Chandigarh................... 2,500.00 
Other CXPENSES sj scicsiscsisniitwesew's. cu cis sisdtvanaiiiniieesusisits 11,044.89 
Total disbursement .................c0cceseeeeeeeeeenes 23,544.89 
Carty into 2009) vccssacscsenscvervenssvcrsasadvon ccveaseets 420.40 

oh i ok 
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BOOKS FROM KHALSA TRICENTENNIAL FOUNDATION OF NORTH AMERICA INC. 
Realizing the need for correct information about Sikhism in the English language for the benefit of Diaspora 
youth, KTF requested S. Gurbachan Singh Sidhu, UK, to revise some of his books and write new ones. Mr. Sidhu 
is one of the founders of The Sikh Missionary Society of UK and Guru Nanak Charitable Trust, Mullanpur 
Mandi, Ludhiana. Of the many books and pamphlets in English that he has authored we have been able to afford 
to publish only four: 

1. Sikh Religion and Christianity — 110 pages 

2. Sikh Religion and Islam — 153 pages 

3. An Introduction to Sikhism — 76 pages 

4. Panjab and Panjabi — 177 pages 
These are excellent books for Sikhs and non Sikhs alike. Reading these books you will get the real meaning of 
Sikhi, something that Gurdwaras have miserably failed to teach. These books are for free distribution. We invite 
our readers in the USA to order any combination of 40 books for a donation to KTF of $100.00, including postage, 
and distribute them free to their family, friends, local sangats or schools operated by Gurdwaras. Your donation 


will help in the publication of The Sikh Bulletin. 
esk ok 2k ok 


TEACH YOURSELF GURBANI. FOLLOWING TWO SOURCES ARE EXCELLENT: 
1. www.srigranth.org This website will help you find page number of a shabad in Gurmukhi, English, 
Devanagari and Transliteration; and also to Panjabi translation by Prof Sahib Singh. 
2. www.gurugranthdarpan.com This site carries the Panjabi translation of GGS by Prof Sahib Singh. 
weak ok ok 
Some other useful links 
Aarti condemned by the Sikh Gurus being practiced at Patna Sahib: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1gWDcBddddU 
www.sawaddinewsusa.com; www.sikhmarg.com; 








Khalsa Tricentennial Foundation of North America Inc. 
3524 Rocky Ridge Way 
El Dorado Hills, Ca 95762 


Address 
Label 
Here 


Tf you do not wish to receive this bulletin, please write ‘do not mail’ across the label and return to sender. 
If you wish for someone else to receive it, please provide us with their mailing address. Thank you. 
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